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deficiencies in the for the st 
por ofthe Mn Philadelphia, $37,001 and wo suiy 
efici in appropriation —_— 
seieab Mant in California, 966,000. is To 

This is an amendment which is recommended 
by the Secreta of the Treasur ; 

Mr. HOUST! 
quarter these estimates came. Thereared 
estimates put into the bill, in relation to the Mint. 
at Philadelphia. : ; 

Mr. ROBBINS. With the consent of my col- 
league (Mr. Cuanpien] I wish to state that the 
Secretary of the Treasury asked for this appropri- 
ation after the civil and diplomatic bill was pre- 
sented to the House, and I ask that the following 
communications be read. by the Clerk. 

The following papers were then read by the 
Clerk: : 
™ Treasory DePartTMent, January 16, 1855. 

Sr: I have the honor to transmit a copy of a letter 
received by this t from the Director of the Mint 
at Philadelphia, i a copy of a letter received by 
him from oe: Seon of ba ares, oot at San 

. or 
i yedcicary of ieaad fitone Cippert Of des eraneh 
during the current fiscal year ; and also asking for a special 
appropriation for the Mint at Philadelphia, for an estimated 
deficiency of means for the current fiscal year. A copy of 
te ee on which such estimate is founded is also 
inciosed, 

i in, fully, 

eT ek, wee 
Hon. Linn Boy, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Mint or THe United States, } 
PurLapernia, January 13, 1855, 

Srr: Herewith | inclose a copy of a letter received from 

the superintendent of the branch Mint at San Francisco, 

asking for an appropriation of $66,000, to supply a defi- 

ciency of means for their support during the current fiscal 


year. The ds of the request are sufficiently set forth 
in the 7 otendent’s letter, and I believe the appropria- 
tion indi 


ee, necessary. ; 

I also find it absolutely essential to ask for a special ap- 
propridtion for this Mit, to supply an estimated deficiency 
in our means for the current fiscal year. The grounds of 
the estimate are presented in the statement which I inclose. 
In explanation of the particular causes which have origin- 
ated this deficiency, it may be sufficient to state that, in 
consequence of the fate fall in the rate of exchange, all the 
bullion now received from Catifornia is sent to the Mint for 
refining and coinage, none of it being exported in the shape 
of bars. When I estimated for the a requisite 
to oar support in the current fiscal , 1 unticipated not 
only that the New York assay office would have com- 
meuced operations in February last, but also that the larger 
part of the batlion received froni California would be re- 
fined and cast into bars there for exportation. Neither of 
these anticipations have been realized. Not only was the 
opening of the office delayed till after October last, but (in 
consequence of the turn of ange in our favor) the lack 


have 


my wish to conduct 

sible expenditure, I 
In my letter of 

adverted to some 
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N. Twish to know from what |: . 5000. 
of the superintendent, it would seem that $31,000 wil! 


ONAL GLOBE. 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1855. 


Se rrr 


In ee Mint, no mention 
‘assistant melter and retiner”’ among the 


is made 
officers, although the sum appropriated actually 


the. appropriation for salaries is $1 while 
as asked for, andis E B amnent, 

t, due to anerrorof copying. For the S&n 
Mint the appr salaries is but $28,000, 


have been expended current fiscal year for sala- 
ries, and the necessity for an additional clerk, which he 
&dverts to, will demand the $33,000 asked for. 

T have the honor to be, with great respect rd pupae 
servant, JAMES ROSS SNOWDEN, 
Hon. James Guenere, D 

Seeretary 


of the Treasury, Washington. 


Unrrep States Brancn Mist, } 
San Francisco, December 15, 1854. 


Str: Your favor of the 18th November has been duly 
received and contents noted. 

bo with your sugpention; I hope will fersioh foe with 
aycee your suggestion; t will furnish you wi 
the desired information reiative to the probable deficiency 
in the appropriations of the current fiscal year, available 
for the expenses of this institution. — : 

Our deductions from old deposits, as well as our ordi- 
nary and contingent expenses, are so very variable, that it 
is impossible to set them down with anything like accurar'y. 
I can, therefore, make only an approximate estimate of 
these items. And the probability is, | fear, that the formér, 
in consequence of a great falling off 1n deposits for coin- 
age, arising from a want of acids, will, for a time atleast, 
be much less than we had a right to expect when our first 
estimates were made up ; while the latter, in view of our 
commencing the coinage of silver, will be considerably in- 
creased. I have accordingly made what [ deem a proper 
allowance for these contingencies. 

My estimate covers also the salary of an additional clerk, 
which the treasurer found it necessary to employ at the 
commencement of the current fiscal year, as well as that 
of one which [ find that I shall be compelied to employ from 
the Ist proximo. : 

Hoping that the seo’ statement, in connection 
with that which I have already torwarded, may fnrnish all 
the information which the Department requires, I remain, 
very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEWIS AIKEN BIRDSALL, Superintendent. 


Supplies from appropriations and Mint profits, 








RED Gy MO nck cocuets nccebevecs esepesecs ry 
A ions of fiscal year 1854-"5...4...c.000: 16,000 
Probable amount of deductions, 1854-’5.......... 71,000 

Total probable means.........-s.seceeeecees $200,000 
Amount of salaries to be paid...........6.sesees 1,000 
Wages of WOrkineD.,.. 2.60 ccccceeceeceecseeeces 15,000 
Incidental and contingent expenses..........+... 12,000 

Total estimate of expenses .......... cee. 000s $266,000 

200,000 


Total estimated deficiency of the fiscal year. .8066,000 
- a 


estimated 
ee ier eer 
nited during the fiscal year 


to supply 

the Mint of the 

June 30, 1855. 
The present balance in the ordinary fund of the 

Mint, January, 12, 1855, is..........seeseese $36 
The appropriations undrawn and available, amount 


to 

The estimated deductions for the remainder of the 
year, available fur expenses, after subtracting the 
amount necessary to defray the chief coiver’s 


one A ont ES ee rane a 


988,701 |) Besos 





The estimated amount payable for wages is...... 2,000 
wou hemlet ok: eee eee meee ewe Beene reso 
‘That for incidental expenses........ Fas veEvieWee 69,751 





m- || Fo’ eecy i te apron or elena 


contingent expenses and wastage.......... 


Total appropriation required..........6...26+ $37,000 
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New Suums....No. 57, 






The. Chair is not aware 


| Mr. HAVEN. Is debate exhausted upon this 
» thie amend ment. 


‘wish to say ‘a word or (wo 


) Rad po of showing that 
) "the attention of the 
. i : oe was ne 
that committee, was acted apon by them, and the 

appropriation now asked for was rejected by them, 

Wheater fae k aulieinat on, it is for thie com- 

One of the great reasons 


that actuated me in the action | tock upon this 
subject was, that there are not any approximate 
means for ascertaining for what purpose, and for 
what end this additional app tion ie wanted. 
The main object of the appropriation seems to be 
to enable the Mint department to take the a 
a. that are made for the assay office in New 
ork, and for the branch Mints in different parts 
of the country, to transfer them from one inetitu- 
tion to another, and by that means controi the 
entire appropriation. Let me reed what the gen- 
tleman who signs the communication, Mr, James 
Ross Snowden, suys upon this subject: 

* Permit me again to recommend this measure. ro 
cise form of legisiaiion I suggested was the foliowing, which 
| would, I suppose, meet the object in view. ‘These seve- 
ie store dtrmary at nace, erred 
| general a ations for their support, and may be trawi- 
| ferred, by his authority, from one institution to another, as 

the demands of the public service may require.’ ” 

The amendment offered is only a part of the 

system to carry out what is here suggested, so that 
| the assaying in New York, the coining in Loui- 
| siana, or in any other branch Mint of the country 
| may be crippled, and so that the avails of this ap- 
| propriation may be used for similar purposes in 
| the parent Mint at Philadelphia. 
| ie of * No!’ * No!” 
| 


ee 


r. HAVEN. Mr. Chairman, gentlemen say - 

all around ** No, no.” 1 do not propose to take 

| any issue. upon the subject. 1 read to them from 

| the documents, and I was only saying to them 

| that I desired to put the committee in poseession 
| of the fact that the Committee of Ways and Means 
|| had acted a the subject, and had for their oven 
| reasons, at least, concluded not to recommend the 
appropriation asked for in the official communiva- 
tion. It is eee to me whether the 
amendment be adopted or not. [ am entirely 
| willing it should be; but | do not want to see the 
_Committee of Ways and Means whistled down 

here, as een _ this subject no attention. 

Mr. LATHAM. I move to amend, by adding 
, one dollar to the amount. I offer the amendment 
| merely to afford me an o unity to say, that 
| however strong the position taken by the gentle- 
| man from New York may be, his arguments will 
| not app’ to this appropriation, so far as the 
| branch Mint at San Francisco is concerned. The 
| letter of the superintendent of the branch Mint 
at San Francisco shows that the $66,000 for the 
| present fiscal year, is necessarry to carry on the 
: fegitiqnare purposes of that Mint, to carry out the 
prescribed by law, and not, as the gen- 
) from New York (Mr. Haven] says, for 
) diminishing the business of the assay office in New 
York, or of the Mints in any other portion of the 





country. It simply gives the means of employ: 
the toe seabe af ta = 
ta of the Miat, 


which cannot do unless the $66,000 be ap- 
be Po at 


Pra think the Saket Of the superintendent discloues 
the fact that certain laborers are wanted, and 
for the tions of the ba Behe 
i expenses have been incurred for ¥ 
= now ask Congress for the s 
r. HAVEN. | will reply, as fairly ox I know 
how, to.the gentleman from California, 1 stated 
that objects of this tion lay behind 
this communication. Now, in reference to the 
Mint in California: The committee wili remember 
that I stated that this coneasintne not on 
an approximate rheans, , of guessing whet it. 
is wanted for. SMA ae the comanmice 10D 


carry on the different 
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in reference tothe California Mint, from the super- || ered to combine the greatest safety with the greatest econ- 


intendent, Mr. Birdsall. We will see whether he 
can even guess as well asa Yankee. He says: 
‘‘ You will herewith receive a statement, drawn in 


accordance with your suggestion; I hope it will furnish | 


you with the desired information relative to the probuble 
deficiency in the appropriations of the current fiscal year, 
available for the expenses of this institution. 

* Our deductions from old deposits, as well as our ordi- 
nary and contingent expenses, are so very variable, that it 
is impossible to set them down with anything like accuracy. 
{ can, therefore, make only an approximate estimate of 
these items. And the probability is, I fear, that the former, 
in consequence of a great falling off in deposits for coin- 
age, arising from a want of acids, will, for a time at least, 
be much less than we had a right to expect when our first 
estimates were made up; while the latter, in view of our 
commencing the coinage of silver, will be considerably 
increased. I have accordingly made what I deem a proper 
allowance for these contingencies.”’ 


So the committee will see that it is what the 
superintendent fears, and for which he makes an 
approximate estimate; but there is nothing upon 
the subject of laborers, or nothing approaching to 
it. Et is all indefinite and uncertain, 

Here the hammer fell.] 


r. LATHAM, by permission, withdrew his | 


amendment. 


Mr. ORR. I suppose an amendment to the | 


amendraent of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. Cuanpier] would relieve the propositions 


of the difficulties suggested by the gentleman from | 
New York. I move to nas by inserting the | 


words ‘* if so much be necessary.’ 
Mr. CHANDLER. I accept the amendment. 


modified, 
Mr. FLORENCE demanded tellers. 


The question recurring upon the amendment as | P 
od || move to amend that paragraph by adding the 
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|, following: 


Tellers Were ordered; and Messrs. Cuanvier | 


and Wueever were appointed. 


The question was taken; and the tellers reported | 


—nayes 64, noes 63. 
So thé amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CRAIGE. 1 offer the following amend- 
ment: 


| 


| 
} 
} 
| 


|| to the language of the clause of the bill to which 


For construction of a new roof to branch Mint at Char- 


lotte, North Carolina, $8,850. 


Mr. CHAIRMAN, the following lettter from || 


the Secretary of the Treasury explains theamend- 
ment and the necessity for it: 
Treasury DerartMent, January 13, 1855. 

Sir: Representations having been made to this Depart- 
ment that the United States branch Mint at Charlotte, 
North Carolina, needed certain repairs 
was directed to report its condition. from his letter, and 
those of the Director of the Mint—extracts from which are 
herewith sent—and from specimens of the material used, 


it appears that the roof of the building is so decayed as | 
scarcely to afford protection against the weather. The su- | 


perintendent also states, as will appear from his letter, that 
there is constantly great danger from fire. 

This Department caused measurements of the building 
to be made, with a view to estimates fora fire-proof roof 
for the same. From these, and other data at hand, it is as- 
certained that a metallic roof will cost $8,850. 

Congress has directed that the buildings, now in the 
course of construction under this Department shall be cov- 
ered with fire- f roofs. A sound policy would seem to 
dictate that like roofs be substituted for wooden ones, 
wherever there is necessity for a change, and the charactcr 
of the buildings otherwise justifies such a measure. 

T have, therefore, respectfully to suggest the propriety of 
an mt on of the amount named, and for tlie purpose 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully 
JAMES GUTURIE, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Hon. Geores 8. Houston, Chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, House of Representatives. 
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omy, and that au ty be granted for the immediate ex- 
penditure of the money. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, G.W.CALDWELL, Superintendent. | 


Mr. EDGERTON. Does the business of that 
office pay its expenses? 

Mr. CRAIGE. Yes, sir; and a great deal | 
more. The mining district is one of the largest | 
in the Union. 

Mr. EDGERTON. That is not my question. | 





Does the business of the Mint pay its expenses? | 

Mr. ©RAIGE. I have no doubt it does. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman, I do note! 
think that there is a Mint, or branch Mint of the | 
United States which does not bring this Govern- | 
ment into debt every year. 

Mr. CRAIGE. “Where is more gold coined at 
eo Charlotte branch Mint than at almost any 
other. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I do not think that there 
is any necessity for a Mint there at all. 

Mr.CRAIGE. I demand tellers on the amend- 
ment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Lams and | 
Craice were appointed. 
The question was taken; and the amendment 
was adopted, the tellers having reported—ayes 

87, noes 49. 


The next.paragraph was read: 


** Independent Treasury.—F or additional compensation of 
the assistant treasurer at New York, $2,000.” 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts, I | 


For additional compensation to the assistant treasurer at 
Boston, $1,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Is that amendment in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the | 
Chair it is not. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Itis certainly germane 


it is offered. 
The CHAIRMAN. That may be true, but it 
would have the effect to change the existing law. 
Mr. EDGERTON. I move that the committee 
do now rise. I will state that the item coming up | 
next in the bill is for custom-houses. I think we 





had better postpone that item until to-morrow. 
Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I ask for 


the superintendent || tellers upon the motion. 


Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and the com- 
mittee refused to rise—ayes 56, noes 62. 

Next paragraph: 

** Custom Houses.—For the completion of the custom- 
house at San Francisco, California, $141,271 09. ” 

Mr. FULLER. I move to amend by adding 
the following: 

For the completion of the custom -house at Mobile, with 
granite in the room of brick, $95,000. 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise toa question of order. 
That custom-house was finished last yeary and 
there cannot be any law authorizing this appro- 
priation. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair can see no 


| reason for ruling the amendment to be out of 


order. 
Mr. FULLER. Inexplanation of that amend- 
ment, I will simply say that there has been 


It will be seen that the amount of appropriation | propriated for this custom-house $265,000. The 


in the amendment is in accordance with the Sec- 
retary’s estimate. The building has been on fire; 
and taking into consideration the facts stated by 


the su tendent of the Mint tothe Director of 
the States Mint at Philadelphia, in the fol- 
lowing extracts from his communication, I think 
gentlemen will conclude with me that the amend- 
ment ought to be adopted: 
Unrrep States Brancn Mint, 
y 8, 1854. 


Bra: On we had quite a narrow escape from 
as the melter was melting a of ingots, ook from bis 

nd eae the and set fire to the ; 
and had it not been discovered, there is no 
A whet damage wight have done. * x 
ra te Be maple joka : a 

of which, taken e Rec inc aeel ths. 


contract was made on the 30th of December, 1852, 
to mene the building, with the alternative that 
it should be completed either with brick or gran- 
ite. A portion of the building is of granite, and 
it was the opinion of the Committee on Com- 
merce, based upon the report made by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and from that of the archi- 
tect of the building, that considering the size and 
commerce of Mobile, and considering the amount 
which had been expended upon custom-houses 
in Charleston, New Orleans, St. Louis, and other 
places, it would be prudent and proper to com- 
plete the custom-house at Mobile with granite, as 
it wag commenced. 

The architect has sent in a communication, 
which I think will be satisfactory, toshow the man- 
ner in which he made the mistake in his estimates 
which were sent in last year. I have the letter in 
my hand which I will have read if the committee 


we are : 

i erefo IF meets your approbation 1, that desire it. ure 

hen covering the F Mr. LETC . Idesire Let us have the 
Jatt parse lem appropriated fr covering the rot of ti letter. om ; % we 


Mr. GREENWOOD. I object to the reading 
of the letter.~ ta 

The CHAIRMAN. oe from Maine 
can have it read as a part of his speech if he de. 
sires it. 

Mr. FULLER. Certainly I do. Read firs 
the letter from the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The letter was read, as follows: 

Treascry Department, February 22, 1855, 
Sir: In reply to your letter of the 20th instant, I have 


|| the honor to state that the contract for the erection of the 


Mobile custom-house, as itis now being executed, requires 
the lower story to be faced with granite, and the upper to 
be of bricks. It, however, contains a clause providing that 
the whole building shall be of granite, if Congress sha)j 
appropriate the necessary funds. The proviso of the Jast 
appropriation should complete the buildings, leaves the 
Department no option but to'construct the upper stories of 
this custom-house of brick. 

Granite is better suited to the climate of Mobile, anq 
would make a much more beautiful building than brick. 
The additional sum required, a is used, is estimated 
by the superintendent at $95,000. 

I have the honor to be, very respectful 

JAMES GUTHRIE, Secretary of the Treasury, 
Hon.T. J. D. Futter, Chairman Committee of Commerce, 
House of Representatives. 


Mr. LETCHER. Now; let us have the letter 
of the architect. r 

The CHAIRMAN, The time of the gentle. 
mar from Maine is out. The question is upon 
the adoption of the amendment, 

Mr. LETCHER. “I oppose the amendment, 
and now I want the statement of the architect 
read. 1 do not see any mistake in the letter that 
has been read: 

The statement was read, as follows: 

Statement of Facts relative to the peeoed in the amozn, 
of appropriations for completing the Mobile custom house 
The site of the custom-house at Mobile is so far removed 

from the river, and elevated so much above tide water, that 

no trouble was anticipated from a bad soil, particularly as 
there are, in the vicinity, many large buildings which had 
shown no settlement, and every superficial indication led 
to the belief that it was the best of alluvial formation for 
sustaining a building. This led to the adoption of the orig- 
inal design for the foundations; but after the contract was 
made, upon digging, to put in the foundations, they came, 
very unexpectedly, upon a quicksand, in many places of 
the worst character, requiring a change of design and con- 
struction, involving a large additional outlay to make the 
foundations permanent and secure. This occurred some 
time after the estimate for the completion of the custom- 

house was submitted to Congress at its sessions of 1852-"53, 

and involved the necessity of enlarging many of the granite 

stones of the basement story, which very much increased 
their cost. 

The remainder of the deficiency now prepents to be made 
up by an appropriation, to.enable the Department to con- 
struct the whole of the exterior of granite, as originally 
contemplated, arose from the fact that the prices in the 
granite contract were by the foot, (not for an aggregate 
sum,) and graduated to the values of the different kinds of 
work, so that, at the time of making out the above esti- 
mate of 1852-°53, it would have required a great deal of 
labor to have ascertained the exact aggregate amount of the 
granite contract ; and as at that time the whole force in the 
office of construction of buildings was otherwise fully 
employed, it could not be done. 

Consequently it was necessary to trust to an approximate 
estimate of its amount, which was then supposed to be 
ample, but which was found not to be so upon an accurate 
eee — by the Seasieelt at Mobile since 

e passage ast appro ion. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

AMMIB. YOUNG, 
Superintending Architect Treasury Department. 

Mr. LETCHER. I shall sa ee about 
this matter, — I ask that the Clerk read a 
portion of the law upon this subject. 

The Clerk read the law, as follows: 


of the Treasury shall enter into no 
contract, either conditional or final, for the purposes men- 
tioned, which shall involve an expenditure, in any one 
appropriated and x 


ond the ° 
sindeh tae such ctnagiet in all cases where —- 


same 
lay before such plans and estimates as in 
hi shall be for of the 
crates ee 
Mr. PHILLIPS... Will the gentleman from 
TOE Perel wes Srenehe @ ene Sere 
to this matter? 


Mr. LETCHER. I have no ion at all. 
Mr. PHILLIPS. The ee aoe cus- 
tom-house was made more than two ago. 
There never was but one contract e for the 
building. It was a contract in the alternative to 
pec eigenen. ype There has 
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At the last session of Congress a recomm 
from the Secretary of the Treasury was sent to 
this House, ankng for an additional appropriation. 
I confess that I did understand that that additional 
appropriation would have completed the building 
in granite. On looking, however, to the Secre- 
tary’s letter I perceive that he did not seem to 
have come to that conclusion. 
Here the hammer fell.) 

Mr. EASTMAN. I move that the committee | 
do nowrise. — 

Mr. ROWE. [I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WHEee.er 
and HamiLton were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 51, noes 84. 

So the committee refused to rise, 

The question recurred upon Mr. Fuiier’s 
amendment. ° 

Mr. PHILLIPS demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Paris 
and EpmMunpson were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayeg 40; noes not counted. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to offer the following 
amendment: 

To enable the Secretary of State to pay to Messrs. Little, 
Brown & Co. for one hundred and ninety-seven pages of 
additional post office routes, in the pamphlet volume of the | 
United States Statutes at Large, first session of the Thirty- | 
Third Congress, $4,125. 

To defray expenses incurred, and to be incurred, in com- | 
plying with the resolution of the House of Representatives 
of 27th December, 1854, $3,000. 

+ A outfit of Minister of the United States to Spain, 


iolation whatever of the provisions of that law. 
vio . 


For outfit of chargé d’affaires or minister resident to New 
Grenada, $4,500. 
For salaries and commissions of registers of land offices, 
and receivers of public moneys, $110,000. 
For expenses of depositing public moneys by receivers | 
of public moneys, $41 ,0v0. 
or incidental expenses of the several land offices, 





Or enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to | 
purchase for the new members from Virginia, Kentucky, 
and New York, and the Delegates from Kansas and Ne- 
braska, the same books as have been furnished the other | 
members of the present House of Representatives, $7,452. | 

For the contingent expenses of the House of Represent- 
atives.—For stationery for members, $2,500. 

For miscellaneous items, $10,000. . 

Mr. SEWARD. I rise to a question of order. 
The amendment is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN, (to Mr. Hovsron.) Is 
there any law providing for this appropriation ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Yes, sir. By a resolution 
of the House, passed a few days ago, when my 
friend from a Sewarp] was perhaps | 
at home, the House directed this expenditure of | 
money. 

Mr. SEWARD. I came here, but the gentle- 
— from Alabama [Mr. Houston] was at home 
sick. 

ene and cries of ‘* Order.”’ 
he CHAIRMAN. Then the C 
amendment to be in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the committee will give a 
moment’s attention, I will say what that first 
clause means. The appropriation for $471 to 
which I called the attention of the committee a 
short time since, was a deficiency for the publica- 
uon of the laws in the various newspapers in the 
States and Territories. By the contract with 
Little & Brown for or this pamphlet edi- 
tion of the laws, which | hold in my hand, the 
same deficiency has grown up, occasioned by the 
same post office bill. The large amount of matter 
put into this bill nade it so much more volumi- 
nous than usual, that it caused this deficiency. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I propose an 
wer to = section 0 a amendment 
w relates to appropriation for station 
for members of the acess = 
~ And that the allowance to each member of Congress at 
the present session shall be thirty-five dollars, instead of 
twenty five dollars, as heretofore. 

4 —- S this: ee not pores pert 
is a member o who discharges his dut 

to his constituents that does not, Deche 6 shox 
session, consume more stationery than he can 
purchase at the office of the Clerk for twenty-five 
dollars, which ig now the allowance. My amend- 
-five 


ment proposes to make the allowance 
Mr. JONES, of “Fennesece. I say to the gen- | 





ir rules the 


-_- 
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tleman from Kentucky (Mr. Srawnron] that | be- 
lieve I have attended to every application from m 
constituents—to ahd every one of them. { 
have heard no complaint from any of them that | || 
did not attend to their private business here, either | 
at this or any former session, and I have always || 
found the allowance for stationery sufficient, and | 
abundance to spare, for the business which de- | 
volves upon me. } 

Mr. STANTON. Certainly I never intended || 
to charge the gentleman from Tennessee, or any | 
other member, with not discharging his duties to | 
his constituents. I believe I am as economical in | 
the use of stationery as even the gentleman from 
Tennessee himself, and yet | have found that it 
has cost me, out of my pocket, more than the 
amount Congress allows for that purpose, in order 
. meet the exigencies of my position as a mem- 

er. 

Mr. JONES. I think that forty-five dollars at 
the long session, and twenty-five at the short ses- 
sion is amply sufficient for stationery. 

Mr. HUNT. By no means. 

The question being on Mr. Sranron’s amend- 
ment to the amendment, offered by Mr. Houston, 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WHEELER 
and Dawson were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 77, noes 57. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
adopted. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Stanton’s 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. It will be neces- 
sary to increase the appropriation in view of the || 
vote just taken. I move to strike out $2,500, and || 
insert $4,910. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
matter of course. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would ask the 


| 





| 


I suppose that follows as a 


\| gentlemen if that amount is estimated to include 


the Delegates. There are two hundred and thirty- 
four members, exclusive of the Delegates. 
Mr. STANTON. I have added $2,410, and 


forty-one members. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment as amended; and it was agreed to. - 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I offer the follow- | 
ing amendment: ° 

For completing the Little Falls bridge, $60,000, provided 


the said bridge can be completed under contract with some || 
responsible bidder for said sum of money, in the style and |) 


manner in which said bridge has been so far constructed. 


Mr. ROWE. | will ask the Chair if that amend- 
ment is in order. 

Mr. SMITH. I will read an extract from the 
report of the Secretary of the Interior upon this 
subject, which will show the necessity of the 
amendment I have offered: 

*¢ Under the appropriation of $15,000 for completing the 
Little Falls bridge, a contract has been entered into for 
erecting On the stone abutment and piers already built, two 
spans of wooden bridge, in length three hundred and | 
twenty feet. The plan adepted is known as ‘Howe’s Truss,’ 
combined with arches, and the structure is to be capable of | 
sustaining a test-weight or load of one ton for every foot in 
length. To make it available for travel, an inclined timber 
road way will be constructed, to lead from the river bot 
tom, which is dry at low water, up to the road way of the 


bridge. This part is liable to_be carried away by the spring || 





freshets, but can be replaced at a comparatively small cost. 


The whole will be completed by the 15th instant. To || 


finish the bridge as originally proposed would, according to 
the estimate of the engineer in charge, cost $75,000 more. 
If appropriated, the Department will endeavor to expend it 
judiciously and with frugality.”’ 

I need say nothing more to show the necessity 
of the appropriation; and I hope that the commit- 
tee will agree to the amendment. 

Mr. ROWE. Is this amendment in order? 
Has there been any law authorizing thé construc- 
tion of this work ? 

Mr. SMITH. There have been two preceding 
a riations made for this very bridge. . 

he CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
as the bridge has been commenced under the au- 
thority of tire Government, that the amendment of 


the gentleman from Virginia is in order. 
r. DAVIS, of indians. I move that the 
committee rise. 
The motion was lost—ayes forty-three, noes 
not é 
Mr. MORGAN demanded tellers, which were 


| 


the amendment ~provides for two hundred and || changes the existing law, by ite ver 


ordered; and Messrs. Wurexer, and Jones, of 
Louisiana, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 44, noes 80. So the committee refused to 
rise. 

Mr. JAMES C, ALLEN. I move the com- 
mittee do new rise, and report the bill to the 
House. 

The CHAIRMAN. That motion is not in 
order, while there is an amendment pending. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment of Mr. Smiru, of Virginia; and it was not 

to. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. I have an amend- 
ment which | propose to offer. If the committee 
will listento me a moment, I will explain it so 
fully that all will be satisfied of its correctness. 

e amendment was read as follows: 

Sec. —. “ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be authorized to sell the United States court- 
beens ond. She wanes 0ST eae to the United States, at 
Detroit, Michigan, upon wh the custom-house, post 
office and court-house were directed to be constructed 
under the provision of the second section of the act ap- 
proved August 5, 1854, and to apply so much of the pro- 
ceeds as may be necessary, to purchase a suitable site for 


said building as is therein provided for, and on which the 
Secretary is authorized to erect the same. 


Mr. STUART. The lot in the city of Detroit 
which belongs to the Commissary Department of 
the Government, and on which this building was 
authorized to be erected, is too smal! for the build- 
ing, the plan of which has been designed for 
this custom-house, post office and court-houne. 
The amendment asks no new appropriation from 





| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


| the Treasury, but simply that this property may 


be sold and the proceeds applied to the purchase 
of a suitable lot for the building. 

Mr. SOLLERS: [ object to the amendment, as 

out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 

objection and rules it out of order. 

Mr. STUART. I appeal from the decision of 

the Chair. I cannot see upon what ground the 
| Chair decides the amendment out of order. 
| The CHAIRMAN. Upon the ground that it 
words. The 
| question is ** Shall the decision of the Chair stand 
| as the judgment of the Committee?”’ 
Mr. STUART. Upon that I demand tellers. 
| Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Srvarr, of 
| Michigan, and Davis, of Indiana, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes fifty-three, not a majority of a quorum. 

So the decision of the Chair was overruled. 

The question recurring upon the amendment, 

Mr. STUART demanded tellers. 
| Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Srvant, of 
Michigan, and Morecan were appointed. 
| The question was taken; and the amendment 
| was agreed to, the tellers having reported—ayes 
| ninety-three, noes not counted. 

Mr. JAMES C. ALLEN. I move that the 
committee do now rise and report the bill to the 
House. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
| offer. 

Mr. EDGERTON. So have I. 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion to rise and 
| report the bill, is not in order while gentlemen 
| have amendments to offer. Motion may be made 
that the committee rise. 

Mr. BARKSDALE, I move that the commit- 
| tee do now rise. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 1 demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Meesrs. Davis, of 
Indiana, and Macy were appointed. : 

| The question was taken; and the committee 

| agreed to rise, the tellers having reported—ayes 

69, noes 65. , 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair,the Chairman reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had had the state of the Union generally under 
consideration and particularly the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill, and had come to no res- 
olution thereoh. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Sipwey W xssren, his 
Secretary, notifying the House that he had i 
proved and signed bill of the House (No. 689) 
‘* establishing the office of surveyor general in 
Utah, and granting land for eehoo! and universit 
purposes,’’ and several bills of a private character. 





I have an amendment to 
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WASHINGTON MONUMENT. 
Mr. MAY. Mr. Speaker, this is the 22d of 


Pebruary, the birth-day of the Father of his | 


Country, and it is most fitting that the House 
should now receive the report of the select com- 
mittee in reference to the Washington National 
Monument. They have instructed me to report 
a joint resolution. ; 


r. JONES. Does the gentleman propose to | 


put the resolution on its passage ? 

Mr. MAY. No, sir. The committee have 
aleo instructed me, after a due consideration of 
the report and its relation to the true interest of 
that pious work, and in order to remove from the 
minds of the people any distrust touching its man- 

ement and character, to move that one hundred 


thousand extra copies of the report be ordered to | 
be printed for distribution” by members among | 


their constituents. 
Cries of ** Report the resolution !’’) 
he Clerk reported the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the sum of $200,009 be, and the same is 
hereby, appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not 


atherwise appropriated. to be paid to the board of managers || 
onument Society, on requi- | 


of the Washington National 
sition therefor of the President of the United States; the 
sane to be paid in five equal annual instalments; it being 


| 
| 


a subscription by the Congress of the United States towards | 


the monument now erecting by said Society to the memory 
of Washington. 


The joint resolution was read a second time by 


its title. 
The SPEAKER. What does the gentleman 


} 
| 
| 


1} 


| made by the 


tleman from Pennsylvania, which 
must first be disposed of, in case the House refuse 


to adjourn? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will again state, 


that no motion can be made to suspend the rules, | 


for any purpose whatever, until the motion of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania has been decided by 
the House. 


of the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
and then take up that of the gentleman from 
Maryland? . 

r. JONES, of Pennsylvania. The motion 


made by me, I understand, is now pending, and || 
is the only obstacle in the way of taking up the || 


The SPEAKER. The Chair must remind the | 
gentleman from Pennsylvania that the pending || 


| motion is that made by the gentleman from Maine, | 
| that the House do now adjourn, which motion is | 


matter which thegentleman from Maryland desires 
to bring before the House, I can say to the House 
in one word —— 


not debatable. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
upon the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. JONES. Well, I will only say that if the 
House refuse to adjourn I will withdraw my mo- 
| tion. 

[Cries of ‘* Order !”’ ** Order !’’} 

The question was taken, and the motion agreed 
to—ayes 75, noes 56. 

And thereupon, the House, at half past four 


I demand the vote 


propose in reference to the disposition of the res- || o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow at eleven 


olution ? 
Mr. MAY. [I leave it with the House. 
Cries of ‘* Put it.on its passage.’’) 

r. HUNT. 
on its passege. Public sentiment is with us, and 
every man’s heart is in the action. 

Mr. SOLLERS. Right! Let the resolution 
be passed; I second the gentleman heartily. 

Mr. HUNT. I move asuspension of the rules, 
if it be necessary, in order that the resolution may 
be put on its passage. 


he SPEAKER. There is a motion for the || allowed to locate his eighty-acre bounty land war- | 


| o’clock. 


1 move that the resolution be put || 


| 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 23, 1855. 


Prayer by Rev. Wittiam H. Mixporn. 

| The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
| 

| 


PETITION. 


Mr. BROWN presented the petition of David | 


| Holt, a soldier of the war of 1812, praying to be 


suspension of the rules already pending. The '| rant on a certain tract of land not subject to pri- 
gentleman’s motion can be entertained by unani-|| vate entry, with the privilege of entering the 


mous consent. 
Mr. DUNHAM. 


I object. 
Mr. MAY. 


I will state again that the instruc- 


. 


undred thousand extra copies of the report may 
be printed. 


Mr. MURRAY. The motion for extra copies | 


must go to the Committee on Printing. 


{Much confusion prevailed in the Hall, mem- | of the deceased, that was paid to the widow of Hon. Wil- 


bers on ali sides of the Hall addressing the Speaker 
at the top of their voiceg. } 
TheSPEAKER. The rules of the House gives 


the Speaker the right to speak first upon a ques- | 


tion of order, and the Chair will insist upon the 


rule being observed. Gentlemen on all sides seem | 
desirous of suspending the rules, that this bill may || 


be put upon its passage. The Chair announced 
that there was already a motion pending to sus- 
pend the rules, made by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, and that the joint resolution could only 


proposes that one hundred thousand extra copies 
of the report of the select committee be printed. 
The Chair must state that the rules of the House 
require motions to print extra numbers of any 
document to go to the Committee on Printing. 

. By unanimous consent the rule 
may be di 


with. 

Mr. MACDONALD. I object. 
Mr. MAY. Cannot the rules be suspended, to 
admit action on the motion to print extra copies? 

TheSPEAKER. Not atthistime. The motion 
— to the Committee on Printing without a 
motion. | 

Mr. MACDONALD. I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 


Mr. SOLLERS. Upon that motion I demand 
= and nays. 
yeas and nays were not ordered. ~ 
_ Mr. HENDRICKS, I desire to make an 
inquiry of the en information. Some gen- 
may vote against adjourning with a view 
of enabling the gentleman 4 o Ms nd to bus- 
pend the rules. Now, I ask the C whether 
there is not a motion pending to suspend the rules 


} 
| 


tions of the select committee were to present the || 
oint resolution to the House, and ask that one || 


| 
| 
1 


| 
| 





Mr. BROWN. 





| residue of the tract at private entry; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
FUNERAL EXPENSES. 


Mr. TOUCEY submitted the following resolu- 
tion; whigh was considered by unanimous con- 


|| Sent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That there be paid to the widow of the late | 


Hon. Moses Norris, deceased, out of the contingent fund 
of the Senate, the same amount, for the funeral expenses 


liam Upham, late a Senator, for a similar purpose; and 


| that the expenses of the committee and officers of the Sen- || 
|| ate who accompanied the remains to New Hampshire, be 
also paid out of the contingent fund, under the direction | 


of the committee of arrangement. 
ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 
Mr. BROWN. I move to take up the resolu- 


| tion which I laid upon the table some mornings | 


| ago, fixing the hour of adjournment at twelve 


| o’clock on Saturday night the 3d of March. 


nly || Mr. PETTIT. Does that take precedence of | 
be taken up by unanimous consent. Objection | 


being made, the gentleman from Maryland now | 


reports ? 

The PRESIDENT. The first business prop- 
| erly in order is the reception of petitions, and the 
next is reports; but if Sendtors make motions to 
suspend the regular order of business, the Chair 
must put them. 

Mr. BROWN. I have had this resolution 
lying on the table for several mornings, waiting 
| until we should be able to take it up in its regular 

erder, but it seems I may wait to all eternity 
without getting it up, for members will introduce 
| other matters, 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
| proceeded to the consideration of the following 
| resolution: 

esolved, (the House of tatives . 
| That the President of the Benatraod Speaker ortne Houce 
ves & urn their tive Houses 
| on ensign of the ad of March, oe twelve o’clock. 

Mr. BROWN. Ido not wish to discuss the 

resolution unless others do. 

Mr. STUART. I move tostrike out the words 

** at twelve o’clock.”” 
I wish to say a word on that. 
We all know yery well that the 4th of March 
this year comes on Sunday, and every member of 
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| to continue the session beyond midnight, and on 


|| twelve o’clock, but by that of t 





| 





February 23, 


knows ly well that if we fix the 
hour of adjournment at twelve o’clock on Satur. 
day night, we shall through our business just 
as well as if we sit here until twelve o’clock on 
Sunday, to which hour Congress has sometimes 
sat. On ore occasion the Senate resolved that 
the 3d of March did not expire until meridian 


_thenextday. It wasa resolution that was passed 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, cannot we dispose || 


under extraordinary circumstances, and it laid 
down a rule that it would be better to violate 
than to observe.. While I do not profess to bea 
saint in such matters, I believe the moral example 
of Congress sitting here in broad daylight on Sun. 
day cannot have otherwise than a demoralizing 
effect upon the country. I hope that no such 
thing will be done, unless there shall be some 
more pressing necessity for it than there will be 
if we simply discharge our duties. 

There is another consideration, Mr. President, 
Sessions from midnight until day have never been 
creditable to Congress. They will not be so this 
year, if we permit them to occur. We are re- 
quired to adjourn on ‘the 3d of March. That is 
well known; but there have been decisions in 
which I cannot concur as to the hour at which 
the day terminates. I doubt the right of Congress 


this occasion I do not hesitate to say, that we 
ought not to sit beyond that hour, in opposition 
to the mpral sense of the country, for the 4th of 
March will be Sunday. If, however, the Senate 
are determined, by a deliberate vote, to sit here 
until Sunday morning dawns, let them do it. | 
wash my hands clear of any such business. 

Mr. STUART. My object in moving the 
amendment is not to demoralize Congress. ho- 
ever attempts it, will find that he cannot go further 
than his individual person is concerned. It is true 
it frequently happens, at the close of a session, 


| that measures of the very highest importance re- 


quire half an hour, or an hour, for their consider- 
ation. The experience of Congress has shown 
that over and over again. Sir, in the little time 
that I have been here, [ have seen measures of the 
most vital importance to the country undetermined 
on the last day of the short sessions, and carrying 
Congress three or four hours beyond the time of 
adjournment. 

Mr. BROWN. Allow me to ask the Senator 
one question, Has he known of a solitary instance 
where Congress fixed the hour of adjournment, 
that it was not ready to adjourn when the hour 
came? I know of but one case where we run five 
minutes over the time. The civil and diplomatic 
bill had been sent to the President, who was in the 


a and it had not been returned at twelve 
o’c 


’clock. The Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, [Mr. Cobvb,} said: “ f will allow a little for 
the variation in time-pieces; by our clock it is 

e Senate and the 
President, it may not be twelve.”” Before the ex- 
piration of five minutes the bill was brought back, 
and that is the only instance in which [ have ever 
known the session to run even five minutes beyond 
the time fixed for the adjournment; but when we 


| do not fix the hour we run ten, twelve, or fourteen 


hours over. 

Mr. STUART. No longer ago than the last 
session of this Congress we were compelled to 
extend, for twenty-four hours, the period fixed by 
a resolution which was adopted against the pro- 
testation of a very large number of the Senate. 
We could not have done the business without that 
extension of time, and yet at every session the ar- 
gument is used that if you only fix the hour you 
will certainly get through the business by the time 
you may fix. 3 . 

There is another point, Mr. President. This 
resolution may be just as well considered four or 
five days hence as now. It may just as well be 
considered on the morning of the 3d of March 
as now; and we shall be vastly better prepared to 
decide it then, for we shall then know what is the 
condition of business, and we shall be able to act 
much more intelligently than we can now. 
sides, sir, there are not two-thirds of the Senate 
present to vote upon this resolution, and as it is not 
of such a ing character that it need be dis- 


ror of this morning, 1 move that it lie upon the 


e. 

Mr. BROWN called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 11, nays 26, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Brod- 
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men: Gwin, Mallory, Pratt, Rusk, Stuart and Walker 


—ll. 

NAYS—Mesers. Brainerd, Bright, Brown, Butler, Chase, 
Clay, Cooper, Dodge of Wisconsin, Evans, F en, 
Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gillette, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, 
Pearce, Seward, Shields, Sumner, Thom of Ken- 
tucky. Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, Wade, Wells, 
Wilson, and Wright—26. 


So the motion to lay on the table was not agreed 















3 
the theory of the Constitution the session neces- 
sarily expires with the expiration of the 3d of 

|| March. According to legislative interpretation the 

| thecloth, the woof, westill think that, upon thefrag- || 3d of March does not expire until twelve o'clock 
ments which are leit, it is well to hang discussion, || on the 4th, and, therefore, if we eit until Sunday 
| and upon what is lef¢ still, to apply che triturating } at twelve o’clock we shall not be paid any more 
| effect which is produced by the speeches which we | than if we asjourn at twelve o’clock on Saturday 


| makehere. Now,sir, my friend says he thinks the || night. For this reason there will be nothing saved 
| Senate is able to decide this subject without much | 


aye, sir,and more than that, when the threads are 
not only exposed, but are worn through, and man- 
ifest opportunities of seeing, through and through 








to. 

The PRESIDENT. The question now is on 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Mich- 
igan, to strike out the words ‘‘at twelve o’clock.”” 

Mr. BROWN, That, of course, simply de- 
stroys the effect of the resolution. 

The amendment was rejected. 


The PRESIDENT. The question now is on || thi 


the passage of the resolution. 

Mr. BADGER. I hope my friend who offers | 
this resolution will at least permit it to lie over for 
aday. My impression is, that this is a com- | 
mencemen it is the first proposition of the 
kind that has ever been made. I do not know 
that we have ever adopted any such proceeding | 
as this before. The resolution, if | poleminael it, 
is a resolution proposing that the session shall be 
brought to a close at twelve o’clock on Saturday 
night the 3d of March. I believe that has never 
been done before. I do not understand the pur- 
pose it is to serve, or the end it is to answer, or 
the good that itistodo. - 

Mr. EVANS. To vindicate the Bible. 

Mr. BADGER. To vindicate the Bible! 
should be sorry if the Bible needed that vindica- | 
tion. 
_ The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator submit | 





| 


i} 


| discussion. Why, Mr. President, we decide every ‘| 


| 
} 


| 


| 
j 


|| nothing; the discussion is a consumptive process; | 
| it consumes time; it wears out lungs; it sometimes || 


affects the ears; it sometimes empties the Senate 
Chamber, but it decides nothing; the vote is the 
by which our decision is made. 
ell, Mr. President, I do not think it is worth 
while for us to be in such an exceeding hurry to 
pass a measure admitted to be primer impressionis. 
I think that, at a short session of Congress, we 
have never fixed the period-of the adjournment, 
short of the expiration of the session by a consti- 
tutional law. hen it is now, for the first time, 
proposed to do this, it seems to me a little un- 
reasonable that we should not have an oppor- 
tunity of applying the old process of discussion, 
of combing the cloth of the subject, of wearing off, 
at least, the nap which shows itself on the ex- 


|| terior, and of letting us have it exhibited with the 


| naked threads before we make a final disposition 
| of it. 





a motion? ’ 
Mr. BADGER. Ido not. 
Mr. BROWN. I cannot consent to let the | 
resolution lie over. 
Mr. BADGER called for the yeas and nays on | 


the adoption of the resolution; and they were | 


ordered. || to wit: the time that may elapse from twelve 
Mr. RUSK. The time of the adjournment of | o’clock on Saturday night until noon of the suc- 
| ceeding day, which, although [ ain not skilled in 
It is known || 


Congress is fixed by law. It is well known to 
every one that it cannot be altered. 
to every one, too, that the appropriation bills are 
much behind. If we get through with them, and | 
are as religiously inclined on Saturday night as | 
we are now, we shall doubtless adjourn at twelve 
o’clock. 
should be undisposed of before twelve o’clock, this 
resolution will rescinded if it should be now | 
adopted. That will be the effect of it, so that; in 
my judgment, by considering this resolution, we | 
are merely wasting time, for nothing will be ac- 
complished. 

Mr. GWIN. I recollect, within my term of | 
service here, an occasion on which every one of | 
the appropriation bills was passed after twelve | 
o’clock on the night of the 3d of March. A con- 
test sprung up on the river and harbor bill, which | 
it is well known lasted for two days. We were | 
in session for more than twenty hours on a par- | 
ticular occasion, and at four o’clock in the morn- | 
ing the soe tM of po Peer ke | oe from 

ennessee (Mr. Brtx} taki e lead—gave up | 
the river and harbor bill. We 
appropriation bills and passed them between .that | 
time and twelve o’clock at noon. Now, Mr. 
President, it is 'y evident that if this reso- 
lution should pass, and we should be found in that 
condition, we should of course rescind it. I look 
on it as an entirely useless expenditure of time to 
consider it. Ido not think it will have any prot 
effect, and it is a new precedent to which I am 
cppemts 
Mr. TOUCEY. I rise only to say, that I 
believe the members of this body are competent 
to on this anaes without much discussion. 
It has been so discussed that I beg leave to 
ask that it may be acted upon without any further 








debate. 
Mr. BADGER. I will ony to my honorable 
friend from Connecticut, that I have no doubt this 


out djscussion; and a if it, had. been the 
original institution of things, in the Senate, that 
we should vote upon allquestions without discus- 
sion, the country would have i 
inconvenience; and, beyond all 

try would have saved 


body is competent to  ethap all questions with- 


Now, Mr. President, I have to say, that 1 wish 
to submit a few remarks on this question. The 


|| question by our votes. The discussion decides | 


to the country, because, if we do not adopt thie res- 
olution, nothing will be paid which wiil be saved 
from the criminal process of being spent in con- 


| sequence of its adaption, 
Well then, Mr. President, what other reason 


can be assigned for the adoption of thie resolu- 


inquiry before the Senate presents itwelf under two || 


or three heads, each of which, in my judgment, is 
worthy a little attentive consideration by the Sen- 
ate, and of some little remark. [ will not say that 
it needs argument, but I think it is worthy ofa little | 


|, talk, and that is what I propose to give it. 


In the first place, the measure may be consid- 
ered as intended to save a certain amount of time, 


arithmetic, | think amounts to just twelve hours, 


| and those twelve hours amount to one-half of an 


| of time. 


— 


astronomical : consisting of twenty-four hours. || 


{Laughter.] The first benefit we propose to gain 


| by this experiment, in the process of conducting 
If we do not, and an appropriation bill || 


the business of the session, is to save twelve hours 
Well, sir, let us inquire to whom it is 
to be saved?" Will it be saved to the country? 


|| Why, certainly not; for the people of the United 
|| States will not be here from twelve o’clock on 
Saturday night, until twelve o’clock on Sunday. || 


They will beat home, more profitably, and, | hope, 
more agreeably occupied than in attending a night 


|| session, and disposing of appropriation bills. It 


is manifest, therefore, this will save no time to the 


|country. Then, sir, will it save any time to us? 
If we break off here at twelve o’clock on Saturday || and according to the decided complexion which 


| 
j 
i 
i 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


then took up the | 


night, and leave the 
what shall we do wit 


ublic business unfinish 
the hours that will elapse 





tion? A third reason, which I can imagine is, that 
this is an age of progress; that it is foul scorn 
for us to go on in our legislative business as the 
old fogies of the last. generation have been in the 
habit of doing. They were contentto let the short 
session of Congress expire; they were willing to 
let it go out without resorting to any process in 
virtue of which they might hasten its expiration; 
but we now adopt a different plan in conformit 

with the progressive spirit of the age. Sir, 

heard a very distinguished gentleman once remark 
—I think it was the late Ju ge Martin, of Louisi- 
ana—that if a sick man sent for an English doctor, 
he killed him; if he sent fora French doctor, he 
let him die. We have heretofore been in the 
habit of treating the short session upon the French 
plan of practice; we have allowed it to die. Now, 
in the age of progress and the speculative — 
of improvement, we resolve to adopt to the Eing- 
lish process of treating a patient, and to kill him 
twelve hours before he would expire if we let him 


alone, (Laughter.) Sir, 1am an old fogy my- 


self. I desire to stand super antiquas vias both 
in the great policy of the country and in the ordi- 
nary system of carrying on the legislative busi- 
ness of the country. | do not object te you 
gentisneeye men who do not belong to the clags o 
ogyism in which I have unfortunately been en-. 
rolled by time and age, and in which, I may say, ! 
willingly enroll myself from voluntary choice—I 
do not object to them. [ think it is proper that 


| they should go forward and endeavor to keep pace 


| 


| 
| 





j 
| 
| 
| 


i} 
i} 


with the spirit of the age, with this age of steam 


'and electricity, when nothing can be done in the 


old-fashioned style of proceeding by which our 
forefathers advanced to the accomplishment of 
their ends. Then, upon this third head of making 
an improvement to correspond to the spirit of the 
age, it cannot be expected that I shall vote for the 
resolution. 

Now, Mr. President, is there a4 other reason 
which can be urged in support of this resolution? 
One other I can conceive, and that is, that by this 
process, we may possibly bring upon the coun 
the necessity of an extra session of Congress. 
confess, for one, as | read the signs of the times, 


, || the other brangh of Congress is to bear after the 


ensuing 4th day of March, I have not the least 


between twelve o’clock at night and the noon of || disposition to bring them into a potential capa- 
the next day? Can we devote them to repose? || city for mischief one minute sooner than it can be 
No, sir; because we shall be followed to our beds || avoided, [laughter,] and, therefore, so far from 


and haunted with the thought that, in consequence 
of a new experiment made by us, without reason, 
and contrary to all the previous practice of the 
Government, we have failed to di rge our duty 
to the country, and that some interests are suffer- 
ing, orsome wrongs are unredressed, which would 
have escaped such a consequence but for this new 
experiment of ours. Then, sir, we shall by that 
process save no time to the country, and we shall 
save no time to ourselves. On the contrary, we 
shall plant the pillow on which we lay our heads_ 
with the thorn of self-reproach. 

A second et which it may be thought this 
measure is calculated to attain is the saving of 
ex If it would save any of the people’s 
money, I should be eager and anxious to adopt 
the resolution. [Laughter.] I hold, Mr. President, 
as you know, that money is not intended to be 
spent, but to be hoarded, 3] that it is not 
meant to be put forth in appropriations, and spread 
th the whole ,» Tevivifying, aiding, 

i ,and stimulating all the sources of indus- 
try and enterprise; but that it ought to be locked 
in a sub-treasury; and, therefore, if the effect of 
the proceeding, now contemplated for the first time 
in our legislative experience, would be to save any 
money | should be heartily in favor of its adop- 
tion. But will it save any money? According to 





it being a recommendation to me, that by possi- 
bility the adoption of this resolution may precip- 
itate upon us an extra session, is a decided ob 
tion with me. I do not wish to seean extra session. 
1 do not want tohave these gentlemen collected to- 
gether at the seat of Government in their political 
capacity as a Congress, one hour sooner than the 
first Monday of the nextensuing December. Per- 
haps, if 1 could I would postpone their meeting a 
little beyond that time. Me, 
If 1 did not occupy the unfortunate situation 
that I do, I might have some reason, perhaps, to 
for this resolution, upon the particular ground 
am now mentioning, because nothing would 
please me more than to meet again in this Hall, 
upon the same footing on which we now étand, 
the many valued friends yh have here, to “a 
tici with them again in the transaction e 
allie business of the country, to aid them, as I 
a in my humble way endeavored, in times 
past, to consume time, to annihilate subjects in 
this useless process of discussion which my friend 
from Connecticut thinks not to be resorted 
to now; but unfortunately, Mr. President, unfor- 
tunately for the Senate, unfortunately for my 
friends, unfortunately for myself, that reunion is 
never again to take place; and, therefore, there is 


not even an auxiliary advantage, not a tempia- 











tion, nothing in the world, that can either incline 
me to do anything that will tend to produce an 


extra session, or even reconcile me to it by the || siton Friday night instead of on Saturday night, 


consideration of any incidental advantages, or in- 
cidental gratification 

Then, Mr. President, what other consideration 
can be imagined as the moving cause to this 
change the mode of proceeding in administering le- 
gislative business? Whom will it benefit? Who 
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| if a limitation be fixed, as is pro 


|| the judicial and customary interpretation of the 


will be helped by it? What interest of the country | 


What mighty operation 


will be a by it? 
t is to cut off twelve heurs from the exist- 


is it? 


session? 
pe the next place, is it sought thus summarily 
to bring the session to a close, irrespective of the 
ublic business at that time, because the 4th of 
arch happens, in the present year, to fall on 


Sunday? Is it out of a sacred regard for the sol- || 


emn duties to which that day should be devoted? | 
If that be the object, I do not agree in the sup- || 
posed suggestion. Sir, 1 know no more proper || 
and justifiable object to which Sunday can be ap- | 
plied than the discharge of the business which con- | 
cerns the welfare and the happiness of twenty-five || 


millions of people, when itis necessary so to apply | 


it. J oe nothing in Synday which makes 
it unlawful to treat it as an institution made for 


| _ The question being taken by yeas and nays on || 


| | 


| and I think it is much wiser and much better to 


1] 





in this reso- 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
lution, all the inconvenience wil! be that we shall 


The following enrolled bills and joint resolutions 
were seyerally signed by the President pro tempore 
having previously received the signature of the 

| Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
A joint resolution in favor of William Monagan, 
House bill to provide for holding the United 


| States courts in the northern and southern dj 
country, and not offend the public morals by set- || - 


| ’ : e*- || tricts of Florida, in case of the sickness or disabilty 
ting a different construction here from that which || of either of the judges of those districts; 
| is maintained by society at large. 


A bill increasing the pension of Anthony W, 
| Bayard, of Bellefonte, in the State of Pennsyl- 
| vania; 

A bill to establish a court for the investigation 
of claims against the United States; 


| sit on Friday night, and adjourn at twelve o’clock 
on Saturday night, and thus conform our inter- 
| pretation of the duration of the legislative day to | 


the adoption of the resolution, resulted—yeas 28; | 
nays 13; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Set, Sate 
Brown, Butler, Chase, Clay, Cooper, Dawson ge of | 3 . ; ‘ 
| Wisconsin, Evans, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gil- || _A bill concerning the apprehension and deliv 


lette, Hamlin, James, Jones of lowa, Jones of Tennessee, || of deserters from foreign vessels in the ports of the 
Pearce, Seward, Shields, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, || United States; 





man, intended for the benefit of man, to be used | 
for the benefit of man, primarily to be used, ordi- | 


narily to be used, undoubtedly, in the discharge of 
the religious duties that belong to man; but not 
because those religious duties are of such a de- 
scription that it is unlawful to apply it to any 
other purpose. I know and recognize no theology 
which teaches such a proposition; and though I 


should consider it highly unbecoming for Congress || Journal, and in the report of the committee of 
wantonly, or unnecessarily, to devote Sunday to | 


Toucey, Wade, and Wilson—28. 


NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Benjamin, Brodhead, || 


Gwin, Mallory, Morton, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Stuart, 
Thomson of New Jersey, and Walker—13. 


So the resolution was agreed to. 
SAFE-KEEPING OF PRISONERS. 





| A bill to’ provide for the payment of such cred- 

| itors of the late Republic of Texas as are compre- 

| hended in the act of Congress of September 9, 
| 1850; and F 
| A joint resolution for the relief of Rebecca Hin- 


ton. 
On motion by Mr. STUART, the Senate pro- | 
|| ceeded to the ‘poamdaas of the following a li PROTECTION OF OFFICERS OF THE UNITED 
lution, yesterday submitted by him, and it was || STATES. 
| agreed to: || Mr. TOUCEY. I move that the Senate pro- 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- || ceed to the consideration of the bill reported by 
structed to inquire into the necessity of providing for the 


legielative business, [ say that if, when twelve | 


o’clock arrives on Saturday night, the legislative 


business of the session is not concluded, it is a | 
high Christian duty of Congress to prosecute that | 


business until it is finished. If, indeed, we had 


the power to meet again on the Monday thereafter, | 
it would be our duty to adjourn to eres but, || 


not having the constitutional power to do so, I 
say, Mr. President, according to the notions of 
religious duty which | have been taught, it isa 
high solemn religious duty to prosecute the session 
for the few hours that may be necessary to ae 


to a close those measures which we have initiated, | 


and in the successful prosecution of which the 
country has a deep interest. 

Mr. President, | should not have made these 
remarks if an opportunity had been afforded us to 
think upon this subject. This matter is suddenly 
brought up; it is to be hurried through without pre- 
cedent, without example, and must, in the result, be 


either useless, as the honorableSenator from Texas | 
has suggested, by having it rescinded if the public | 


business r 


uires it, or must be mischievous, if per- || 


severed in, by compelling us to close the session | 


before we have concluded the businéss for:which the 
session was opened, and be thereby guilty of the 
solecism of making the means more important than 
theend. For these reasons I hope the resolution 
will not be adopted. 

Mr. TOUCEY. Mr. President, I had no idea 
that it was possible to throw such a flood of light 
upon this intricate subject. I am convinced by 
my very distinguished friend from North Caro- 
lina, experimentally, if not logidally, that I was 
in a very greaterror. My apology for it is, that 
Iwas extremely anxious to bring up this morning, 
for the consideration of the Senate, a bill, in m 
judgment, of the very highest importance—a bill 
providing for the effectual execution of the laws of 
the United States, by extending the judicial pro- 


tection of this Government to its officers. That 
is my a 
hope that a subject may pass without being de- 


bated, especially if it ure very intricate one. 

Mr. BADGER. 1 wish to say that the expla- 
— of my i ~~. ya ooo he —— 

satisfactory, and fl accept hisapology. ughter. 
- Mr. SEWARD. Mr. Precidick, shall vote 
for this resolution, and I wish to state why in a 
very few words. The experience that I have had 
here has satisfied me that-no session of Cungress 
can be brought to an end and its nt 
fully discharged, unless Congress sit, or the 
Senate shall sit here one or two nights towards 
the close of the session; and that if no such reso- 
lution as this be passed, we shall then sit the 
whole of Saturday night, and until Sunday; bat 


ection at Detroit, in the State of Michigan, of suitable | mayen fee ithe Coeies on Fe ronan? 
erecti e ,in the & J @ . 
buildings for the safe-keeping of such pareons as may be || protect officers and other persons neting under the 
| subject toconfinement under the laws of the United States. || authority of the United States. 
raxat’ Dee® 6101 || Mr. BELL. Iask the honorable Senator from 
. ; |, Connecticut to allow me to present two resolutions 
|. Mr. RUSK. An error has occurred in the | of inquiry, that they may go to the committees. 


I have been waiting for some time to present 
conference on Senate bill to provide for the pay- || th 


em. 
ment of the claims of such creditors of the late Mr. TOUCEY. I trust the Senator from Ten- 
Republic of Texas as are comprehended in the || nessee will indulge me in taking up this bill. 
act of Congress of September 9, 1850, by which | Mr. WALKER. It will be recollected that 
|“ six’? was substituted for ‘ five.’’ I ask the || but for the adoption of the order which was agreed 
unanimous consent of the Senate that the error || to yesterday, this would be private bill day. 
| may be corrected. os |, When the order was made, dispensing with pri- 
|| _Mr. HUNTER. The Journal is right, I un-| vate business for to-day, the Senate were assured 
| derstand; but the report of the committee of con- || that it was not the design to cut off action on pri- 
ference made that error. It is not, however, a | vate bills, but it was even argued that it would 
| material error, because the vital part—that is, the | give greater facility to taking up private business. 
|| amount which has been appropriated—is right. | Now, the morning hour has expired, and I desire 
| We cannot, however, by unanimous consent, cor- | that the Senate shall appropriate some portion of 
rect the error in the report of the committee of | this day to the consideration of the few private 
conference. The House should firstdo that. _—_ bills yet upon the Calendar. Some of them are 
Mr. RUSK. It has already been corrected in | cases on which | have reflected, and into which [ 
|| the House. | have @>ked, and ascertained, | think, their merits; 


Mr. HUNTER. That makes a difference. | and I'@esire that they may be acted upon. 


There being no objection the correction was, | hope the Senate will not adopt the motion of 
ordered to be made. | the Senator from Connecticut, and will not take up 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. > the bill which oe a to petty. which, vn 

A message from the House of Representatives, || MUSt S°¢, OF wit ee Pe ene re Bese We 
by Mr. Poesy, their Clerk, manciaanal that they || seert a day, nA oe a eeaae discue- 
had agreed to the following resolution: wata bill we = neat) - d " nee Ce > bill, 
Resolved, That the report of the committee of conference || wale Oy O08 Sere eee ee een? 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill of || and that, I think, will see the end of my senato- 
| the Senate entitled “‘ An act to provide for the payment of | rial duties in this Chamber. 1 had hoped that a 





pology, and I will not again venture to 





1] such creditors of the late Republic of Texas as are com- || 
prehended in the act of Congress of September 9, 1850,°" || 


heretofore agreed to by the two Houses, be amended by || 
striking out the words “‘ six hundred and fifty,” in the third || 


line of the second page of said report, and inserting in lieu 
thereof the words “ five hundred and fifty.’? 


‘COURT OF CLAIMS. 


The message also informed the Senate that the 
House had passed the bill of the Senate to estab- 
lish a court for the investigation of claims against 
the United States. 


GENERAL JACKSON'S SWORD. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. President, by 
the death of General Andrew Jackson, General 
Robert Armstrong became the r of the 
sword which was worn by that distinguished man 
in his southern campaigns during the war of 1812. 
The late General Robert Armstrong, as you are 
aware, sir, is dead, and his heirs are anxious to 
preserve and perpetuate so +540 ge a memento 
of the distinguished services of that illustrious 
man. With that view, they are desirous to 
sent it to the Caner of the United States, that 
it may become the property of the Republic, in 
whose cause it was drawn. | rise, therefore, to 
inform the Senate, that the venerable Senator from 
a Mr. Cass] and my respected colleague 
(Mr. Ber 
the 
on M 


will ask permission to present it to 
of the United States at twelve o'clock 
y next. 


—————— 





| 


i 


: 


rtion of this day would be devoted to private 


usiness, after the assurances we had yesterday 
when the order was made. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion of the Senator from Connecticut. 

Mr. PETTIT. On that! call for the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CHASE. I simply wisti'to say—I have 
not voice h to say more than two or three 
words—that this bill must inevitably lead to 
debate. It présents questions of very t im- 
portance, and, in my judgment, is so framed that 
the Senate cannot finally pass it in its present 
shape. I-think, at any rate, there is no possi- 


bility of the bill being passed by the House at this 
session, so that it will be a waste of time for the 
Soe to org A Sot aid 
e question taken eas nays 
resulted—yeas 23, nays 15; as bs j 
YEAS—Messrs. Badger, , Belt, Bri 
Dawson, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Powe, unter, ee” 
son, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Morton, Pearce. Pratt, 
Rusk =  Y 8 of Kettucky, Toucey, 
elis— 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Brainerd, Cooper, F 
senden, Gillette, James, Pettit, Seward s, Taner, 


Wade, Walker, Wilson, and Wright—is. — 
So the motion was agreed to; and the bill to 
rotect officers.and acting under the 
cdthorhty tts Ulind Wakee Wen rani a second 


Se a 





ens 
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time, and considered as in Committee of the 
hole. ° 
“nae debated nearly twelve hours,and passed 
at midnight. 
[See the Appendix for the debate and other pro- 
ceedings on the bill.] 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripar, February 23, 1855. 


The House met at eleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer 
by Rev. Wituam H. Mirsorn. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. INGERSOLL obtained the floor. 
CORRECTION—TEXAS BILL. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise.to what I 


consider a question of privilege. I do not see the | 
(Mr. Brecaiwriper] | 


enueman from Kentucky 
in his seat, and, therefore, I desire to cali the 
attention of the House to the fact that the enroll- 
ing committee, on examining the Texas bill yes- 
terday, found that a mistake had been made by 
the committee of conference in relation to the 
amendment proposed by them. 

‘The amendment of the House was to strike out 
$8,500,000, and to insert $6,550,000. The com- 
mittee of conference, however, proposed to insert 
$7,550,000. But in stating their report, by a cler- 
ical error, the sum fixed upon by the House was 
stated as $6,650,000. The mistake does not alter 
the effect of the bill at all, because the amount 
which the committee of conference proposed to 
put in is stated correctly in the bill. The error is 
in stating the amount which the House put in, in 


* making out the report. | ask that the Journal and | 


the report of the committee of conference may be 
corrected. 

The SPEAKER. The correction will be made 
if no one objects. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If it makes no difference 
in the effect of the bill; I think the explanation of 
the gentleman from Tennessee will remove any 
difficulty. 1 do not see any necessity for cor- 
rection. 

Mr. JONES. And it can do no possible harm 
to have the Journal and ‘report corrected. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will withdraw my ob- 
jection. 

The correction was then ordered to be made. 

FREE NAVIGATION OF THE AMAZON. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to make a report from the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. It involves no 
appropriation, The committee merely ask that 
their report may be laid upon the table and 

rinted, and the committee discharged from the 
urther consideration of the subject. 

Mr. LETCHER. ~ Does it require any action 
on the part of the House? Whatis it2 

Mr. INGERSOLL. It is a report upon the 
memorial of the Memphis convention and of 
Lieutenant Maury, upon the subject of the free 
navigation of the Amazon river. The committee 
recommend no action whatever, but simply that 
their report may be laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed, and that they be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject. 

There being no objection, the report was re- 
ceived, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. Am I entitled 
to the floor? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is entitled to 
the floor. Does he wish to withdraw his motion 
to suspend the rules as he indicated yesterday 
when the House adjourned? 

Mr. JONES. No, sir. ’ 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER. It would be a great relief to 

oneenen epee floor, and certainly a much 
SER Eee ee 

appropria i ing to iving reports 

to be referred only, with the ing that 

tne the suggestion or his own rai, and hope 
es the own 

the House wiil adopt it. : 

There being no objection, the proposition was 

assented to. 


MINNESOTA RAILROAD. 


Mr. CUTTING. I rise to what | conceive to be 
@ matter of privilege, and I hopethe House will so 
















consider it. It will be recollected that some time 
since the Committee on the Judiciary in 
favor of disapproving certain acts of the Territorial | 
Governmentof Minnesota. Amongstother reasons | 


upon which the House based its action upon that | dient servant, 


report, was the statement that Governor Gorman | 


Stanton, and Speaker Born, and numerous other meni- 
bers of your present body, and I am only amazed that sone 
of those gentlemen have not taken occasion to inform you 
of my position. 

I have the honor to be, with bigh regard, your very obs 
W. A. GORMAN, 
Hon. Francts B. Corrine, House of Representatives, 


and the Secretary of the Territory were included | @*ington. 


in the grantees under the bill which was disap- | 
proved. I have this morning received a letter | 
from Governor Gorman, in which he begs that I 


as a matter of justiceto him. Theletteris written | 
in a manly, straight-forward, and simple manner, | 
which, I think, is well calculated to relieve him | 


from any of the odium connected with that legis- | 


lation. And, as an act of justice to Governor 
Gorman, I ask that the letter may be read, omit-+ 





REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
The SPEAKER then proceeded to carry out 


the general eement of the House by cailing 
will bring the subject to the attention of the House | : — y 


the committees for reports. 
WILLIAM CARR LANE. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I am instructed by the 
Committee of Elections to offer the following rea- 


| olution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Represent. 


; 
ting certain passag || atives pay to William Carr Lane the usual! mileage and 


es. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I see no | 
occasion for the reading of the letter, everybody 
knows that Govenor Gorman was in favor of the 
other route. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Does the gentleman from | 
New York propose any action upon the part of | 
the House? 

Mr. CUTTING. No action at all. I simply | 
desire that the letter may be read. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Everybody knows | 
what the opinion of Governor Gorman was. I 


|| object, * 


r. CUTTING. I am upon the floor then, | 
and will read it myself. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. If it contains any im- 
putations on the men interested in the other road, 
| object to its being read. 

Mr. CUTTING. It does not. 


The SPEAKER. Isthere any objection tothe | 
reading of the letter? 
Mr. WENTWORTH. If it contains any | 


were imputation upon Governor Ramsay, | | 
ubject. . 

r. CUTTING. Not one word. I shall omit | 
one pn 

Mr. WENTWORTH. [ object, if any part of | 
the letter is to be suppressed. 

Mr. CUTTING. Well, I give notice that*l 
shall publish it as a part of my speech. 

The following is the letter referred to by Mr. | 
Cutting: 

Executive Department, MINNESOTA 





Territory, St. Pavor, February 12, 1855. fi 


Sir: My attention has been called toa brief speech made 
by you on the report of the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a resolution of the House relative to 
the disapproval by Congress of certain acts passed by the | 
Legislative Assembly and the Governor of the Territory of 
Minnesota, in which you take occasion to say: “ Again, | 
Mr. Speaker, there is another ground,”’*&e. * * * “ When 
the Committee of the Judiciary came to look at the names | 
of the persons mentioned in the territorial act proposed to | 
be repealed, who were to receive, &c., the committee found | 
that one of the immediate grantees of the Government was 
the Governor of that Territory who signed the bill,’’ &c. | 
Again: ‘* When, therefore, we find a territorial act passed | 
for the benefit of Governors, &c., concerned officially in the 
passage of this act,” &c. 

The error inte which you and your committee seem to | 
have fallen, is a natural one I confess ; but, sir, my name | 
and that of Secretary Rossers were put into that charter as | 
1ncorporatorsy without our knowledge or consent. On the | 

» Secretary Rossers and myself, and our friends, | 
opposed the charier of the Minnesota and North-Western 
Railroad Compatiy from the day it was introduced, until it | 
passed into a law, and have opposed it ever since. It was 
myself and Mr. Sibley that drew up the bill (while in Wash- 
ington) that passed Con 
aieae in the benefits of said grant, the Minnesota and 

orth- Western Railroad Company, and all other companies. 
It is known that I ape the charter as Governor, under 
a written protest. By reference to my last message, you 
will see that I recommend, especially, to our present Legis- 
lature, to memorialize Congress 10 disapprove the charter 
to said company. 

The political parties in Minnesota are divided upon fhis | 
rail question.- The Democratic or “‘ Gorman’s party ,”’ 
as it is at times called, heading the opposition to said rail- 
aot ema on —— And but day Lay Pore 

ay, sir, | vetoed a bill o present Legislature, reénacting 
and amending the said charter, which you have just disap- 


I inclose you a copy of that veto message. 
80 far, then, from my desiring acts of the Legislature for 


and your 


with General | 


Mr. Fourer, Mr. Doxa, Mr. | 


ittee. 
I have had the honor to serve in 
Bar.iy, Mr. Letousr, 


| the day upon which the contest between himself and the 



















gress, expressly excluding from any | P' 


railroads ; and all the enemies I have in Min- 


diem from the commencement of the last session watil 


Hon, Jose Manver. Gatuecos for a seat in this House, as 
Delegate from the Territory of New Mexico, was finaliy 
decided. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That will have to 
go to a Committee of the Whole House, under the 
general understanding. 

The SPEAKER. Under the general under- 
standing it will have to be so referred. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I would like to inquire 
how broad the order was? 

The SPEAKER. The order was very positive 
—one made by the unanimous consent of the 
House—that half an hour should be devoted to 
the reception of reports for reference only, that 
should give rise to no debate, with the understand- 
ing that no bill should be put upon its passage, or 
its reference reconsidered. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Well, I had misunderstood 
the order, and will withdraw the report. 

Mr. WITTE. I desire to inquire whether 


during the half hour any other motion would be 
in ordér? 


The SPEAKER. None other. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I desire to inquire whether 
there is to be any time when a member can offer 
a resolution or make a motion? ‘ 

The SPEAKER. It is impossible for the Chair 
to-point out a time when it will be in order, under 
the rules, to offer a resolution. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I have been trying to offer 
it for a number of days, but nevér could get the 


oor. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to report a bill. I 


desire to put it upon its passage. It will not take 
five minutes. 


[Cries of ** Object !’"} 

The SPEAKER. The Chair holds it te be out 
of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Very well, then I will iet it 
go to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. If gentlemen would hear the title read, 
I am sure no one would object to the passage of 
the bill. 

Mr. HAVEN. The bill isa very important 
one. I hope the gentleman will not report it now. 


|| Mr. HOUSTON. Very well, I will not report 


it. 

Mr. READY, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported back Senate bill No. 590 for the relief of 
Franklin Chase, with a recommendation that it do 
ass. 
wan ba was gerne to a Committee of the 

ole House, and, with the accom in rt 
was ordered to be printed. ore 


Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported back Senate bill (No. 484) for 
the relief of Gad Humphreys, with an adverse 
recommendation, accompanied by a detailed re- 
port: 

Ordered, That the be printed, and, ther with 
the bill, be referred to & Committee of the Whole Hosea. 

. Mr. FENTON, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to require the employment 

of apprentices in the commercial marine of the 
United States; which was read a first and second 

time by its title, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 

be printed. . 

r. FENTON. I am requested to ask the 
consent of the House to have twice the usual 
number of copies of that bill and report printed 
for circulation. 


The SPEAKER. ‘The motion is not in order 
under the general understanding. 


~ 
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Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts, from | 
the Committee on Commerce, reported a bill for | 
the relief of Henry Little and Jacob Felch; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the’ Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed , 


Mr. HARLAN, of Ohio, from the Committee 
on Commerce, reported a bill further to amend 
an act entitled ** Af act to provide for the better 
security of the lives of passengers ‘on board ves- 
sels propelled in whole or in part by steam, and 
for other purposes; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and | 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H., from the same committee, reported 
back Senate resolution (No. 3) for the relief of 
the owners of the brig Kate Boyd, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. ; 

The resolution was referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed, 


Mr. HIESTER, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, reported back Senate bill for the relief of | 
Mrs. Felch, widow of the Rev. Cheever Felch, | 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill was referred to a Committee of the | 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. HIESTER also, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Sarah 
Viney, sister and administratrix of John Viney; | 
and the report was ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. 

Mr. DISNEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back Senate bill (No. 272) for | 
the relief of Mark Bean and Richard H. Bean of 
Arkansas, with an amendment, and moved that 
said bill be referred to a Committee of the Whole | 
House, and printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. DISNEY. 1am instructed by the same | 
committee to report back Senate bill (No. 297) to 
continue in force for a limited period the act to 
ascertain and. settle private land claims in the | 
State of California. An act for that purpose has | 
already passed, and I therefore move to lay the | 
bill upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. | 

Mr. BENNETT, from the Committee on Pub- | 
lic Lands, reported a bill granting public lands | 
for railroad purposes, in the manner and on the 
conditions therein mentioned, which was read 
a first and second time by its title, referred to the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Michigan, from the same | 
committee, reported a bill to authorize the full | 
satisfaction of certain claims to revolutionary | 
bounty lande, allowed by the State of Virginia; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, | 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. HENN, from the same committee, reported | 
back, with a recommendation that it do not pass, 
Senate bill (No. 45) for the relief of the pur- | 
chasers and locators of swamp and overflowed 
lands. This is a matter which has been disposed 
of by the passage of another bill. 

It was laid on the table. 


On motion by Mr. HENN, it was 

Cpeaet, Tye the Committee on Public Lands be dis- 
charged } the further consideration of the followi 
memorials and petitions asking for grants of land for rai 


purposes : 

Petition of citizens of Iowa, residing along the line of the 
Towa Central air line rai for ; 

Memorial 


asking grant of lands for Fort Madison, Ko- 


saqua, and rs en railroad, lowa 
ae of J. oo — and Sar -oge ethene, ae 
of Cedar county, fowa, ng a grant to the Lyons 
Central Rui Chaeuns., 0s 44k In the Caietruction of a 
raijtroad from Lyons to Council Bluffs ; 
Petition of two hundred and twenty six citizens of Mon- 





roe county, lowa, asking for a grant of land, to aid in the 
construction of & railroad few Bestingon to the Missouri 
ver; 


Petition of five hundred and sixty-six citizens of the city 
pesped the henaan’ ag be phenpen fr ek aon ot ene 
e Senate 
— _ the present sesaton a ca 3 and a 
tions grants of land construction 
Fort Wayne and Platte Vatiey ie tine 


Mr. HENN. Is ita part ofthe order of the 
"The SPEAKER, Yen; for reference only 
. Yes; for . 

Mr, HENN. Well, | wish to introduce a bill 


oe 
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to provide for ic and express mail com- 
munication between the Mississippi river and the 
| Pacific ocean, with a view of having it referred to 
| the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 





| I would state that this bill contains the plan of 
Henry O’Reilley, the principal telegraphic con- 
_ structor in the United States, who has already con- 
structed over four thousand miles of telegraphic 
| line; and there are now in successful operation 
| several lines constructed under his direction from 


| the Atlantic to the Mississippi river, embracing the || 


| first section of a line from the Atlantic to the Pa- 
cific, projected by him many years since. 


from the Mississippi to the Pacific may be con- 
structed. I would add, that a large number of 
States and Territories have, through their Gov- 
ernors and Legislatures, indorsed this plan for a 
telegraph and express mail; and my own State 
Legislature has memorialized Congress in its favor, 
which memorial I had the honor to present to the 
House on Wednesday last. 

I ask that the bill may be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
and be printed. 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title, as follows; referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed: 

A bill to provide for telegraphic and express 
mail communication between the Mississippi river 
and the Pacific ocean. 


Mr. DUNBAR, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back, with a recommendation 
that itdo pass, Senate bill (No. 436) for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Patapsco river 
and to render the port of Baltimore accessible to 
the war steamers of the United States; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. DUN BAR, from the same committee, 
reported a bill to complete the improvement of 
the harbor of Chicago, in the State of Illinois; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
committed to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. COBB. I have about half a bushel of re- 
ports to make from the Committee on Public 
Lands, but they are not sorted at present. If the 
House will allow me to report them hereafter I 
will get them ready. 

Cries of ‘‘ No!”’ ‘* Report them now!’’} 

r. COBB. I cannot report them now. Some 
other day I will. 


Mr. WARREN. Are reports in order from 
the Committee on Public Lands generally, or is it 
under agreement only that the House started with 
receiving reports? 

The SPEAKER. It is under agreement. 

Mr. WARREN. Then I cannot report a bill 
without having it referred. 

The SPEAKER. No; that is the order. 

Mr. WARREN. I have a bill which I wish 
to report, but not to have referred. 


Mr. JONES, of New York, from the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, reported a 
bill for the relief of Daniel Searl & Co., for extra 
services rendered the Post Office Department of 
the United States; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. JONES also, from the same committee, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that it do pass, reslction 
ones settlement of the claim of the late firm of 
C. M. Strader & Co., mail contractors; which was. 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House,and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr: JONES also, from the same committee, 
reported back, with a recommendation that it do 
not pass, Senate bill for the relief of Robert Jemi- 
son and the legal representative of Benjamin Wil- 
liamson; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. McDOUGALL, from the same committee, 
ted a bill for the relief of Uriah P. Monroe, 
ich was read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I was not in the 
House, Mr, Speaker, when the order for receiving 
reports was made by the House. I wish to inquire 


- 


This || 
|| bill proposes a plan by which the second section 





February 23, 


if it is in order to introdace a bill for the purpose 
of peving © Pa upon its passage? 
The SP That is not in order. 

'| On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from 
| the Committee on the District of Columbia, it wag 
Ordered, ‘That the Committee for the District of Colum. 
| bia be areata from the further consideration of the fo}. 

lowing bill and petitions : 
Bill to providefor the purchase of so much of the Colum. 


bia turnpike as is within the limits of the District of Co. 
jumbia. 


| Petition of Joseph H« Bradley, and others, of the District 
| of Columbia, asking the incorporation of a saving instity. 
| tion. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania, from the 
| Committee on the Judiciary, reported back, with 
| a recommendation that it do pass, Senate bill for 
| the relief of Magdalena Van Ness, widow of Cor- 
nelias P. Van Ness, deceased; which was referred 
_ to a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
| to be printed. 

| Mr. CROCKER, from the Committee on Rey- 
| olutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
| the legal representatives of David Noble, deceased; 
| which was read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. DRUM, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of William Craige; which was 
read a first and second time by its ttle, referred to 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and erdered 
be printed. 


Mr. SHOWER, from the same committee, 
reported back, with a recommendation that it do 
pass, Senate bill for the relief of the heirs and legal 
representatives of Gerard Wood, deceased; which 
was referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. PECKHAM, from the same committee, 
reported back, with a recommendation that it do 
pass, Senate bill for the relief of the heirs of Cap- 
tain Joshua Chamberlain, deceased, which was 
| referred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 

- Mr. NICHOLS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reposted the following bills; which 
were severally read a first and second time by their 
titles, referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of James M. Lindsley; 

A bill for the relief of William Demprey; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Jacob Moyer. 


On motion by Mr. NICHOLS, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Private Land Claims 
be discharged from the further consideration of the foliow- 
oe : 

etition of Catharine Struburg; 

Petition of Louis Lebaume’s heirs ; and 

Petition of W. A. and H. Jacobs. 

The SPEAKER. Are the adverse reports in 
these cases printed ? . 

Mr. NICHOLS. No, vege be 3 written reports. 
I move that they be laid on table and ordered 
to be printed. 

It was so ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. The Committee on 
Private Land Claims have instructed me to make 


an adverse core on the ition of James 8S. 
Hickman; and I move that‘the report be ordered 


to lie on the table and be printed. 
It was so ordered. 


On motion by Mr, JONES, of Louisiana, it was 
no eeee be a aan on ae ane Claims 
arged from the further consideration of the petitions 

of David L. Maynard and nineteen others, a it; 
and that the report be ordered to lie on the table and be 


On motion by Mr. JONES, of Louisiana, the 
same committee was discharged from the further 
consideration of bill so proide for the claime 

of the Virg 














i 


of o and ers inia State and 
Continentat line of the revolutionary army; and it 
was referred to the Committee on vlutionary 
Pensions. 


Mr. DUNBAR, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back Senate bill to remove ob- 
structions to navigation in the mouth of the Mis- 
sissippi, at the Southwest Pass, and the Pass i 
V’Outre; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
to be printed. 
ees ee asked and me leave to in- 

ucea to impose stamp duty on bank notes 
and paper currency of small iw 
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Hough; which was read a first and second time | 
its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
| House, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. PRINGLE, from the Committee on Indian Mr. BOCOCK, from the Committee of Claims, 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of | reported back Senate bill for the relief of Thomas 
Mary Jemison, deceased; which was read thefirst | Ap Catesby Jones; which was referred to a Com- 
and second time by its title, referred to a Com- || mittee of the Whole House, made the order of the 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be | day for to-morrow, and bill and the report ordered 
printed. : to be printed. si 

On motion by Mr. BALL, the same committee || Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. In reference to that 
whs discharged from the farther consideration of } bill, | desire it to have such a position as will 
the memorial of Elestra R. Sprague and others, || enable ‘me to have it put upon its passage. 
asking pay for removing the Choctaw Indians, | The SPEAKER. That ie not in order, under 
and it was laid 0” the table. | pe ort ian Po -— morning. 

On motion by Mr. ORR, the same commie || Mt; SMITH. My object was, not to move 
was discharged from the further consideration of | oS mn a Gemighian of the Whole Hoade, but to 
the ee et a hoe chief || have it laid upon the table, in order that I might, 
of ae : a oh peg okie of Indians; and it || at 9 proper time, move to take it up. 
wa . 


Mr. ORR, from the soenmsition wede. om Mr. FLORENCE, from the Committee on 


| 
adverse report. in the case of Felix: Argentiya, Naval Affairs, reported back Senate bill for the 


was read the first and second time by its title, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the W hole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 





praying relief for supplies furnished to Indians in So amet abu Winks thaen nate on | 
the State tread Whe ee er order of the day for to-morrow, and the bill and 
the chairman of the committee was not made report ordered to be prinzed, 
unanimously by the committee, and I would have || .Mr. MACDONALD, from the game com-— 
preferred a dissenting report were it not for the fact || ™ittee, reported back, with a recommendation | 
that at this late period of the session it was abso- || that it,do not pass, Senate bill for the relief of 
lutely impossible to take any action upon it. | || Robert Joyner; which was laid on the table. | 
trust that the chairman of the Committee on In- || Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. I have been 
dian Affairs will let the bill go to the Committee || instructed by the Committee on Foreign Affairs | 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, instead || to report back the resolution of this House which 
of laying it upon the table. | was referred to them under the belief that it would 

Mr. ORR. There is no bill in the case, but the || have been reported back at an earlierday. I have | 
committee simply make an adverse report. not been able to get the floor to do so until the 

The report was then laid on the table, and or- || present moment. Itis simply a resolution of in- | 
dered to be printed. | quiry as to the Ostend Conference of American | 

On motion by Mr. MAXWELL, the Commit- || Ministers. ot 
tee on Indian Affairs was discharged from the fur- Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 am willing that || 
ther consideration of the petition of John Fox and || ® Vote should be taken upon the resolution, but if 
eight other Tuscarora Indians, praying compensa- “ye debate arises upon it, f shall object. _ 
tion for services rendered the United States in the here being no objection, the resolution was 
war of 1812; and it was ordered to lie on the table. reported, eens i achenaniainenailin 

: . esolve t e Un tates in 

Mr. HAVEN. , There is Senate bill No. 498 |! wis House, if moby iseampatiete with the public interest, 
upon the Speaker’s table, which is of the same || what was the object or objects of the meeting or conference | 
character of bills that have been already reported || ofthe American Ministers at Ostend; whether said meeting 
back from the Committee on Commerce. Itis the || °F Conference was in obedience to instructions from the 
billin reference to the improvement of the St. Clair 
flats, and I ask that it be read and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the stateof the Union. 

The bill was then read the first and second time 
by its title, as follows, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed: 

An act making appropriations for deepening the 
channel over the St. Clair flats and for deepening 
the channel over the flats of the St. Mary’s river, 
in the State of Michigan. 

Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back, without amendment, Senate 
bill appropriating money to remove obstructions 
in the Savannah river below the city of Savannah, 
in the State of Georgia; which was referred tothe 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ASHE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported bills for the relief of J 
White and Andrew Armstrong; which were read 
the first and second time by their titles, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the stateof the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 


On motion by Mr. ASHE, the same committee 
















was the result of said meeting or conference. 


Mr. PERKINS. I move the previous question || 
upon the adoption of the resolution. 
Mr. CHASTAIN. I would inquire of the || 
| Chair whether the half hour, devoted to receiving | 
reports, under the understanding of the House | 
this morning, has not expired ? 
TheSPEAKER. Ithasexpired; but the Chair }| 
would say there are but a very few more com. || 
mittees to call, and the Chair would be glad, on || 
very many accounts, to continue the call through 
the committees. . 
Mr.CHAMBERLAIN. Before the question is i} 
put upon the resolution, I desire to ask the Chair | 
if a motion to lay on the table would be in order? | 
The SPEAKER. I: would. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Then I make that | 
motion. 











reed to. 
“’Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I ask for tellers upon 
the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is it too late to 
object to the consideration of that resolution ? 


5 SS. 
= 


was disch from the further consideration of he SPEAKER. The Chair thinks itis. The 
the petition of Mrs. Ann W. Angus, widow of || resolution came in by unanimous consent. 

the late Captain 8. Angus, of the United States Tellers were not ordered. 
Navy; and it was referred to the Committee on || . The question was then taken; and the resolu- 


Invalid Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. FLORENCE, the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs were discharged from the 
further consideration of the petitions of Mrs. 
Mary Putman, widow of Henry Putman, who 
was killed by the 


tion was adopted. 


On motion by Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, it 
was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition and 
of Thomas M. Mather and William R. Glover, ask 


ing of aderrick at the United fae iar voli? dqatune the Mexican Tia R. Glover, sn | 
Staten ney > ards of mas Cahill, brether of they be laid on the table, and the report printed. | 
a who was killed at the same place On motion by Mr. FARLEY, i 
and by the same accident; of Mrs, Ienhella Duffy, || Ordered, Thatthe Conmnitter on Territories be discharged | 
pepe Swe he aac killed at fon Oe Cher enntinanion s¢-ie ronan 
€ same time place; all prayi Congress ve Assembly : erritory innesota, 
should pass a law for their calle oad they were y apeaialedad ocean amatenatth teliiltictsicnl thins ite 
severally referred to the Committee on the Judi- Pont, ep. seng.4t. Ldetin Oenodn, x0 Ran deer: and 
saa : & marenrial coking Ca phe 1o searopicgion 
r. BOCOCK, from the Committee on Naval |) ysuct prencae ie | 
Affaire, reported a bill for the relief of Harrigan || Terriwry,tor a territorial toed oppowite wo Uiat lace. | 
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On motion by Mr. MIDDLESW ARTH, it waa 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claime 
be discharged frown the further consideration of the pennor 
and papers of Saily Shed, widow of Danie! Shed, for arrears 
of pension; and trom the Yremorial of the legal represent 
atives of Major BE. Waller, asking allowance of pension fir! 
three years’ services in the revoiulioua: y War, and that the 
same be laid on tae table. 


Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. [am instructed by 
the Committee on Revo! uuonary Pensions two offer 
the following resolution: 

Whereas, some few years since the Howse of Represent. 
atives directed the Commissioner of Pensions to furvish a 
tabular list of all soldiers who served in the revoluiionary 
and other wars, their rank, time and date of srrvice, &e., 
&c., and the Commissioner, in compliance with the order, 
turnished the decuiment, which was never printed, but by 
direction of the Hou-e was seated, and placed im charge of 
the Clerk, not to be opened except by order of the Llouse 5 
while said docum it was in progress of preparation two or 
three persons obtained copirs in some manner, and they 
have, and are now, using the information thus obtained for 
their own advantage, and to the detriment of the revolu- 
tionary soldiers : Therefore, 

Resolved, That the tabular list of the soldiers who served 
in the revolutionary and other wars, &c., prepared by the 
Commissioner of Pensions, and now in charge ofthe Clerk 
of the Bouse of Representatives, be printed for the use of 
the members th . 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to the 
printing of any such list. 

The SPEAKER. Asit is objected to, the resn- 
lution cannot be received. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The gentle- 
man will remember that there are copies. 

Mr. JONES. Yes, sir; and they are in the 
hands of gentlemen who send all over the coun- 


| try and get up pensions on them. 


Mr. WASHBURN. . I would ingeire if it ip 


| in order now to move to suspend the rule in order 


to receive the resolution? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. FLAGLER, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, made adverse reports in the 
following cases; which were laid upon the table: 

Petition of Ebenezer Benjamin, a revolutionary 
soldier; . 

Petition of Richard Pattison, of Maryland; 

Petition of Jane Gaston; 

Petition of Mary Bensell; and 

Petition of Amos Jones, a revolutionary soldier, 


Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Revo- 


Secretary of State ; what said instructions were, and what || lutionary Pensions, reported adversely on the fol- 
|| lowing cases; which were laid on the table: 


Petition in the case of Mary Miller, one of the 
heirs of Elnathan Sears, of the eounty of Solli- 
van, New York, for an additional pension; and 
of the heirs of John and Ann Winslow; and of 
David Bayles. 

Mr. ROW E, from the Committee on Revelu- 
tionary Pensions, reported adversely on the iol- 
lowing cases; which were laid upon the table: 

Memorial of Joseph Kirk, praying for the pas- 
sage of an act granting to him moneys due bis 
father for revolutionary services; 

Petition of George W. Sampson and Maria 8. 
Johnson, for pension and bounty lands; 

Petition of Sally Ketchum, asking to be placed 
upon the pension roll; and 

Petition of Susan Scott, widow of William 
Scott, praying for a pension in consideration of 


The question was put; and the motion was not || the services of her husband during the revobution- 


ary war. 
Mr. EDMUNDSON, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported adversely upon 


bm following case; which was laid upon the ta- 
ble: 


Petition of Smith Crane, a revolutionary eol- 


|| dier, of Montville, Maine, for a pension. 


Mr. EDMANDS, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, reported adversely in the 
following cases; which were laid upon the table: 

Application of Lathrop Poster, for increase of 


sion; 4 

Pepediion of Elisha Besse for pension or pecu- 
niary compensation for wounds received in the 
Mexican war; : s 

Petition and papers of Hezekiah Windgate for 
invalid pension; and ¢ 

Petition and papers of Thomes Priddy, of Hhen- 
tington county, in the State of Indiana, for pension 
on account of sickness, disease and injuries in- 
curred in the line of his duty asa soldier of the 
war of 1872. 

Petition of Thomas W, McMahon, for invalid 


pension. ; 
Mr. EDMUNDS, from the same commitee, 
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reported the following bills; whiclf were read a first 
and second time by their titles, referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, made the order for 
to-morrow, and, with the accompanying reports, 
ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of Jesse French, of Bain- 
tree, Massachusetts; 


A bill to enable P.M. Kent, late pension agent || 


in New Albany, Indiana, to adjudicate and settle 
his accounts; and 
A bill for the relief of Mary P. B. Levely. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported bills, which were read 
a first and second time by their titles, as follows, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and, 
with the accompanying reports, ordered to be 

rinted: 

A bill granting a pension to Dolly Empson; 

A bill for the relief of Rubert H. Scevens; 

A bill for the relief of Charles H. Pointer; and 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Nickel. 

Also, from the same committee, reported a bill 
to amend and extend certain acts granting pen- 
sions; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, from the same committee, reported back 
Senate bill (No. 603) for the relief of Mrs. Nancy 
Weatherford, widow of Colonel Wm. Weather- 
ford, of the Ist regiment Illinois Velunteers in 
the Mexican war, with amendments; which were 
referred to. a Committee of the Whole House, 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and 
ordered to be printed. 


On motion by Mr. HENDRICKS, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be dis- || 


charged from the furiber consideration of Senate bill 
(No, 412) for the relief of Mrs. Catharine Dickerson, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported adversely in the fol- 
lowing case; which was laid upon the table: 

Petition of Irene G. Scarritt, widow of Jere- 
miah W. Scarritt, an officer in the Army of the 
United States, praying for a pension. 


Mr. STUART, of Ohio, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, reported bills; which were 
read a first and second time by their titles, as fol- 
lows, referred toa Committee of the W hole House, 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and, 
with = accompanying reports, ordered to be 

rinted: 

A bill for the relief of George W. Whitten, of 
Newfield, in the State of Maine. 

A bill granting a bounty land warrant to Ozias 
Hart, of Seneca county, Ohio. 

Mr. THURSTON, from the Committee on 
Patents, reported adversely in the following cases; 
which were laid upon the table: 

Memorial of Alexander Mitchell for extension 
of patent for screw pile iron light-house, 

Petition of Josep Nock, for the renewal of a 
a right, the original term of which has ex- 


Petition of Andrew Norse, for extension of 
patent for improvement in capstans. 

Petition of John Pettibone. 

Mr. BRIDGES, from the Committee on Patents, 
reported back Senate bil for the relief of Obed 
Hussey, with the recommendation that it fa pees 
which was referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 
and ordered to be printed. . 

Mr. HILL, from the Committee on Patents, 

a bill for the relief of Cyrus H. McCor- 
mick; which was read a first and second time b 
its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. ; . 

Mr. FAULKNER. I was out of the House 
when the Committee on Military A ffairs was called, 
and I hope that | may have the unanimous con- 
sent to now submit some reports from that com- 


There was no objection. ? 


und pe alts Soa 
ate bille, with the ‘recommendation that rans do 
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| Cn sae were referred to a Committee of the There being 
o 


e House, made the order of the day for to- 
| morrow, and ordered to be printed: 
A bill for the relief of Brevet Brigadier General 
| John B. Walbach, of the United States Army. 
A bill for the relief of Jacob Dodson; and 
A bill for the relief of George W. Torrence. 
Mr. F. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of the heirs of the late Colonel 
Hardin; which was read a first and second time 
bY its title, referred to a Committeeof the Whole 
ouse, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 
and, with thie accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. F., also, from the same committee, reported | 


the following, which were read the first and second 
time, referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. Ann W. Butler; 


mer; 

A bill authorizing the payment of certain clerks 
in the Third Auditor’s Office an additional allow- 
| ance out of the military contribution fund; 

A bill explanatory of an act entitled ‘* An act 
to increase the pay of the rank and file of the 
Army, and to encourage enlistment;”’ and 

A bill for the improvement of certain military 
roads in the Territory of New Mexico. 

Mr. F., also, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report upon the following memorials; 
| which were laid upon the table, and the commit- 
| tee discharged from the further consideration 
| thereof: 





The petition of Charles W . Ogden, for compen- 


sation while acting as paymaster; 
The memoial of W. F. Reynolds, for expenses 
_ incurred whilst acting on the northeast boundary; 


service of the United States; 

The memorial of S.T. Van Deusen, praying 
| the passage of an act granting quartermasters in 
the war of 1812 bounty land; 

The petition of eighty-eight inhabitants of Ver- 
mont, praying Congress to protect their rights as 
| stoch holders in the Concord Railroad Corporation; 


pension; 
The memorial of John Prentis, offering an im- 
provement in shells, &c., to the Government; 


sutler, United States Army; 


compensation for services rendered in the war of 
1812; 

The claim of Robert Kirkham for remuneration 
for property destroyed by the United States troops; 

The memorial of Gustavus Hingburgh for an 
increase of pension; 

The memorial of William Harwell, asking pay 
for his services in the war of 1812; and 

The memorial of John C. McFerrar, of the 
United States Army, praying for relief. 


Mr. PENNINGTON. There is a bill upon 
the Speaker’s table, from the Senate, (No. 530,) 
which is similar in its character to many which 
have been referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 1 ask that it may be 
taken up and referred. 

There being no objection, Senate bill to continue 
the improvement of the harbor of Newark, New 
Jersey, was taken from the Speaker’s table, read 
a first and second time by its title, referred to the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. BOYCE I was accidentally out of m 
seat when the Committee of Claims was called. 
I ask the consent of the House to make a report 
from that committee. 

There being no objection, 

Mr. BOYCE, from the Committee of Claims, 

rted a bill for the relief of Cassius M. Clay; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAVEN. There isa bill on the Speak- 
er’s table (No. 565) in reference to the improve- 
ment of the Ohio river, which is in the same cat- 
cory with that just taken up and referred by the 
fa from New Jersey, (Mr. Penninerton.] 

Task that it may be taken up and referred. ’ 








The petition of Nathan Dickerson, praying | 
relief for injuries received whilst in the military | 


The memorial of Julian Ann Morgan for a | 


The memorial of William Hutchenson, asking | 


A joint resolution for the relief of Joseph Ay- | 








no objection, Senate bill for 

improvement of the navigation of the Ohio tu 
was taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first 
and second time by its title, referred to the Com. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 
consent of the House to take from the Speaker’, 
table Senate bill (No. 500) to continue the im. 
provement of the Des Moines and Rock river 
rapids, in the Upper Mississippi, and have % 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Has the call of the com. 
mittees for reports been gone through with ? 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I object to anything else 
— done until the committees have all been 
called. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. The bill is of the same 
character of others which have just been taken up 
and referred. I hope no one will object. 

Mr. FULLER. What bill is that? 

The SPEAKER. For the improvement of the 
Des Moines and Rock river rapids. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr. FULLER. I object; and 1 wish to call 
the attention of the House, for a moment, to the 
fact that I understand certain bills have been re- 
ported as coming from the Committee on Com- 
merce this morning, and referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 


-have a question which I desire to make in refer- 


ence to that action. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I rise toe 
question of order, The gentleman from Maine 
is not in order in making a speech. 

The SPEAKER The Chair cannot tell 
whether the gentleman is in order or not, until he 
hears what proposition he proposes to make. 

Mr. FULLER. I havea question to present 
to the House, asto the regularity of these reports. 
Friday is the regular morning for the meeting of 
ourcommittee. They did meet, and were in ses- 
sion until the time of the organization of the 
House. Since that time, however, I understand, 
that certain members of the committee have met 
informally and agreed ta.report certain bills, which 
had been referred to the committee—selected from 


|| some fifty in number. The question which I wish 
The papers in the case of S. Calvert Ford, late 


to make is, that that meeting of the committee 
during the session of the House was unpar- 
liamentary, and irregular, and that the action of 
the committee under such circumstances was 
unfair to a large number of bills referred to that 
committee which were similarly situated. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. No member 
of the Committee on Commerce, knew when the 
House met this morning, that the House would 
adopt an order to call committees for reports, nor 
had weany reason to believe that such an order 
would be made. The House did, however, adopt 
the order. It was to last but half an hour, and a 
majority of the members of the committee acting 
sain the necessity of the case, got together as 
soon as they could, and agreed to report these 
bills, and have them referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on.the state of the Union, where as 
everybody knows, they will, in all probability, 
sleep the sleep of death, 

Mr. DUNBAR. I wish to makea reply to the 
gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Futier.} Upon the 
motion of one of the members of the Committee 
on Commerce, a majority of that committee met 
this morning, since the adopted the prop- 
osition ted by the Speaker to have the con- 
mittees informally called for reports to be referred. 
A majority of that committee agreed to report 4 
bill for the improvement of the harbor of Balti- 
more, at the suggestion of my friefid from Mary- 
land, [Mr. May,] and have it referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
— 7 other day I ere, oe) core take 

rom the Speaker’s a bi e improve- 
ae eet ee ae 
great nati im t; e tleman 
from Maine made a motion to refer it'tothe Com- 
mittee on Commerce. I that the object 
of the gentleman in making that motion was (0 
defeat the bill. axares 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to this debate: 

Mr. HUNT. You heard the gentleman from 
Maine; now hear my colleague. 
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"Mr. DUNBAR. ‘The 
has been heard, and [ hope that I may be heard 
in explanation of my conduct. 


gentleman from Maine 


The SPEAKER. If the objection be insisted 
on, the gentleman from Louisiana and every other 
gentleman kno w that it is the duty of the Chair 
to arrest the discussion—— 

Mr. DUNBAR. I havea right to makea per- 
sonal explanation, I suppose. 

The SPEAKER. There is a rule of this House, 
which the Chair wishes the gentleman would re- 
member once in a while, that the Chair shall have 
a right to state questions of order in preference to 
gentlemen on the floor. The Chair claims no pre- 
rogatives that are not absolutely necessary for the 
good order of the body. The Chair was about 
stating to the gentleman from Louisiana that he 
and all other members must beaware that it is the 
duty of the Chair to arrest this discussion, if it is 
objected to by any member. 

r. DUNBAR. I desire to make a personal 
explanation, and I suppose that I have a right to 
do 80. 

The SPEAKER. Is the objection withdrawn ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir. 

Mr. DUNBAR. Havel nota right tomakea 
personal explanation ? 

The SPEAKER. Notunless it partakes of the 
character of a privileged question. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Those of us whosit 
upon this side of the House, and who heard the 
remarks of my friend, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, generally consider, I believe, 
that the remarks of the gentleman from Louisiana 
would partake of the character of a personal ex- 
planation. 

Mr. WHEELER. The gentleman from Maine 
was heard, and no objection was made. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s remarks 
may partake of the character of a personal ex- 
planation, and yet not be a question of privilege, 
or even a privileged question. 

Mr. DUNBAR. ‘The conduct of the members 
of the Committee on Commerce has been brought 
before the House—— 

Mr. HENN. I did not understand that unani- 
mous consent was asked for the gentleman to 

roceed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asked whether or 
not there was unanimous consent. 

Mr. HENN. I was trying to get the Speaker’s 
ear to say that I would not object if the gentleman 
would not take more than ten minutes. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. He will not 
take half that time. 

Mr. DUNBAR. I shall take a very few min- 
utes. 

Mr. HENN. Well, 1 withdraw my objection 
for ten minutes. 

No further objection was made. 

Mr. DUNBAR. The conduct of the majority 
of the Committee on Commerce has been brought 
in question before this House by the chairman of 
that committee, and [ wish to make an explana- 
tion of the conduct of that majority, and to show 
that it has been correct, and according to the usual 
proceedings of the House. 

Iwas going on to remark, when | was inter- 
rupted, that when the’bill to improve the mouths 
of the Mississippi came up here the other day, the 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce moved to 
refer it to thatcommittee. I opposed that motion, 
and asked that the bill shduld be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
because | knew that no good could be accom- 
plished by its reference to the Committee on Com- 
merce, e subject had been under the consid- 
eration of the Committee gn Commerce at the last 
session of Congress. othing new could be 
learned by its reference to that committee. The 


appropriation contained in this bill is the same. 


appropriation which was made in the general 
river and harbor bill passed at the last session, 
and which was reported from the Committee on 
Commerce. The object of the gentleman from 
Maine in moving the reference of that bill to the 
committee was to defeat it. I therefore op 
his motion. 1 may have done the clin 
injustice, but that was my impression. My 
impression was that if these bills for internal im- 
rovements were referred to the Committee on 
merce no would come of it, and that 


nothing would be done with them. 
The Ccanasidisd oy Geehaneres ootil iét ages td 


| mouth of the Mississippi river was referred to 


| 


| withdrew the motion to reconsider, reported the | 
| bill, and asked the House to refer it to the Com- 


.the chairman of the Committee on Commerce that | 


report the bills — . That was my under- Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts, (Mr. 
standing; and understanding it as I did, 1 objected || Downan yielding the floor.) As 1 was oneof the 
to the reference to the Committee on Commerce. || majority of the Committee on Commerce, who 
This morning a majority of the Committee on | authorized the reporting of the two bills which 
Commerce agreedeto report the bill for the im- || have been referred to, I wish to say one word in 
provement of Baltimore harbor. I then asked that || defense of my conduct. I have, from the com- 
same majority of the committee to agree that I || mencement, been in favor of these improvements, 
should withdraw my motion to reconsider the || whether reported in a general bill or in separate 
vote by which the bill for the improvement of the || bills; and I believe, notwithstanding what has 
|| been said by the gentleman from Louisiana, (Mr, 
| Dunpar,] that a majority of the Committee on 
Commerce have always been ready to report either 
a general measure or separate measures, in con- 
formity with the bill reported at the last session; 
and, sir, although | refused, when appealed to by 
| my colleague on the committee, in the first instance, 
to allow the bill to be reported, yet, when applied 
to by another gentleman, I agreed to the informal 
meeting, and allowed the two bills to be reported. 
I know, sir, the course to be irregular, although it 
is frequently done by committees. } had a desire 
that these bills might be reported by the gentieman 
from Louisiana, [Mr. Dunsar,] in order to put 
the committee right before the House. Somedays 


the Committee on Commerce, and that that bill 
should share the same fate as the bill for the im- 
provement of Baltimore harbor. The majority of 
the committee agreed to that, and I, therefore, 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Now, was there anything unfair in that? I 
presume not. No onecan say there wasanything | 
unfair in it; and I will bring to the recollection of | 
he has frequently, in the same manner, obtained | 
the consent of a majority of the committee to || 
report bills. He has, upon several occasions, || 
come to me, in this House, after the committee | since, the gentleman from lowa, (Mr. aes 
had adjourned, and asked my consent that he || the gentleman from Illinois arraigned the Com- 
might report bills. I dare him to deny that. I || mittee on Commerce as opposed to reporting these 
say, again, that there is nothing improper in the || bills. The gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. Duy- 
course which has been pursued by the majority of || sar] came forward in the support—— 
the Committee on Commerce. The same course || r. DAVIS, of Indiana, (interrupting.) I think 
is pursued, I understand, every day, by other || enough has been said on both sides in respect to 
committees. | this matter; and | object to further debate on it. 

Mr. FULLER, (interrupting.) In what I said, | Mr. WENTWORKTH. I will conclude what 
I did not intend to, nor shall | bring myself in col- | I have to say in a few minutes, if the House will 
lision with any of the members of the Committee || allow me. ; 
on Commerce. My objection was founded on the Mr. DAVIS. I persiat in my objection. 
order of business, and it was in self-defense that 1 || Mr. CLINGMAN. Is itin ordernow to move 
made it, because, as organ of that committee, cer- '| to go into the Committee of the W hole on the state 
tain bills being reported without my knowledge, || of the Union? 
and certain bills not reported, | could neither justify The SPEAKER. 
myself before this House, nor before the country. || Mr. DUNBAR. 

We have a rule that no committee shall be in || gentleman—— 
session while this House is in session. Imakeno || Mr. DAVIS. I object. 
charge against any gentleman who is a memberof || Mr. WENTWORTH. I think I should be 
the committee. Ali I have to say is in relation to || allowed to make a statement. 
the order of conducting business in that committee, || Mr. DAVIS. I object to this debate. 
whether it was regular or irregular. There wasa |} Mr. DUNBAR. I bad yielded the floor to the 
meeting of the committee this morning, while the || gentleman from Massachusetts 
House was in session, without the knowledge of || The SPEAKER, (interrupting). The Chair is 
its chairman, and certain bills were agreed to be || compelled—as he is called upon to do so—to say 
reported. It must be apparent, at once, what will || to the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. eee 
be the position of members of that committee, if | that the course of remarks which he has indulge 
some bills are reported for consideration, and || in in discussing the veto message, is not, in the 
others are not reported. opinion of the Chair, such as was authorized by 

It was for the purpose of bringing this matter to || the House in granting leave to make a personal 
the knowledge of the House, that | have made the || explanation. 
remarks that | have. It was not for the purpose |) r. DUNBAR. I was making an explanation 
of coming in collision with any member of that || as to the conduct of the Committee on Commerce. 
committee. I have no reflections tocast upon any || Mr. WENTWORTH. Does the Chair rale 
member of that committee. But I simply objected || that | am out of order? 
to this order of business, in order that | might || The SPEAKER. _ The Chair rules that the 
justify myself. If the House deem it regular, they || gentleman from Louisiana is entitled to the floor, 
can take such action upon it as they think proper. || to make a personal explanation in connection with 
I only wanted to bring the fact as to how these ‘| the action of the Committee on Commerce this 
biils came to be reported before the House. || morning, referred to by the gentleman from Maine, 

Mr. DUNBAR. Then I understand that the || (Mr. Futter.] But, in the opinion of the Chair, 
gentleman merely complains of the irregularity of || the gentleman from Louisiana is not entitled to go 
the proceeding. I am glad he goes no further. || beyond a simple explanation as to that action. 

I wish to say to the House further, that I have || Mr. DUNBAR. I wished to do nothing more, 
been anxious since the commencement of thisses- | except to make a few remarks in relation—— 
sion to report all these billa, from the Committee || Mr. WENTWORTH, (interrapting). i have 
on Commerce, to which the gentleman from Maine | not got through what I d to eay. 
refers. Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I object. 
national character by the General Government. Mr. CLINGMAN. As I understand, the gen- 

| 


Tt is not. 
I wish merely to answer the 








1 am in favor of improvements of a | 
Although I differed with the President of the || tleman from Indiana objects to this proceeding; 
United States with regard to his veto of the river || and, therefore, I insist on the regular order of 
and harbor bill, | yet agree with him in one par- || business. 

ticular, and that is, that every bill for improve- | Mr. DAVIS. 
ments of this kind should contain but one single | 
appropriation for a particular improvement, and 





I do object. ha 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Loumi- 

ana (Mr. Duwsar] is entitled to the flor fore 

that every measure of the kind should stand upon |} personal explanation in respect to the doings of 

its own merits. I greatly prefer separate bills. 

Although I think the President of the United 

States was wrong in vetoing the general river and 
harbor bill of last session, and that his reasons for 

so doing were not arenes yet I think that 
the position he has taken with regard to separate 
bills for internal improvements is a correct one. 


the Committeeon Commerce this morning; but he 
has not the floor for any other purpose. . 
Mr. WENTWORTH. The gentleman from 
Louisiuna has yielded to me for # similar purpose. 
Mr. LILLY. Has the gentleman from Louisi- 
ana aright todoso? I object: t 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks he has 


If the House will indulge me, I will say that I || not, as it is objected to by the gentieman from 
thought that a great national measure, asthe || New Jerse 


Mr. DUNBAR. May I not yield the floor to 
my colleague from Massachusetts ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not, and 
is compelled to enforce the rules. 


river and harbor bill of last session, should not 
have been vetoed because there might have been a 
few improvements of a local character in i 

which should not have been there. 
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tleman to answer my remarks until I shall have 
ha an oppertanity of making them. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not deciding 
as to the propriety or impropriety of enforcing the 
owe atall. The Chair only wishes to perform his 

uty. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Allow me to say, Mr. 
Speaker, thet every day and every hour, it is the 
practice of gentlemen in this House to yield the 
floor for personal explanation, 

The SPEAKER. If not objected to, the gen- 
tleman from Maesachusetis may explain. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. | do not wish to ob- 
ject, but I must do so, as this discussion is im- 
properly occupying the time of the House. 

Mr. DUNBAR. 1 merely wish to say that I | 
am sorry to have to intrude on theattention of the 
House; but | desire to say, in answer to the re- 
mark of the gentleman from Massachusetts, as to 
the committee being ready at all times to report || 
separate bills, that | have endeavored, since the || 
commencement of this session, to get this import. | 
ant bill reported by the Committee on Commerce 
for the improvement of the mouth of the Missis- |, 
sippi, without being able todo so. That is all I 
wish to say. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
of business. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I wish to say a word | 
in a: swer to the gentleman from Louisiana. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the || 

use that the gentleman from Massachusetts be 
allowed to explain? 

Mr. LILLY and others. I object. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I now insist on the regu- 
lar order of business. 
Mr. FULLER, 1 wish simply to occupy the 
attention of the House for a few moments. 
Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts, and 

others, | object. 

Mr. FULLER. I rise to what | consider a 
privileged question. 1 submit to the Chair this 
motion; to reconsider the vote by which certain | 
reports made this morning from the Committee on || 
Commerce were referred to the Committee of the || 
W hole on the etate of the Union. | 

The SPEAKER. These reports were made || 
with the express understanding—and such an | 
agreement of the House was unanimously made 
—that no motion toreconsider should be made. | 

Mr. FULLER. I wish to make a suggestion | 
which merely goes back as to the regularity of || 
these reports. I] 

Mr. BRIDGES, I object to this discussion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair again states that | 
it ie not in order to reconsider the votes by which | 
the reports in question were referred. | 

Mr. FULLER. They were regularly reported, || 
I admit, by agreement of the House; but it seems || 
to me, with all due deference to the Chair, that, 
under the rule, the question may be received 
whether it is competent for the Chair to consider || 
whether that was a proper agreement. 

The SPEAKER. If that objection had been | 
made at the time the reception of reports was pro- | 

sed to the House, it might have made a matter | 
or the consideration of the Chair whether these | 
reporis might be made. But as no objection was | 
made, and as the reports were regularly referred, | 
the Chair thinks it is not in order to go back and 
“7 as to the legality of these reports. 

jr. FULLER, | only want to makeone sug- 
gestion. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 


House that the i from Maine [Mr. Fut- 
LER] be eiaed wo eee suggestion it 
r. CLINGMAN. No, sir. I insist on the 


regain erier. of psinens. 
tr. McMULLIN, I desire to know if it is 
not in order to ask to discharge the committee to 
which t bills have been referred from their 
consideration, and to have them referred back to 
the committee from which they were reported? 
The SPEAKER. That would not be in order 
under the general order of the House this morn- 
ing, because it would be tantamount at least to a 
nsideration 


reco ° ‘ 
Mr. McMULLIN. Then I the regular 
order Tucaleed. mites 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order of business 
is te continue the call of committees for reports. 


I call for the regular order 


} 


1} 
| 
j 





| tained the like consent to publish a speech pre-| 


| of Representatives, and the Delegates from Terri- 
|| tories; which was read a first and second time by | 
| its title, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
/on the state of the Union, and ordered to be | 


| Washington Monument. 


| lution cannot be received. 


| Speaker whether this question was referred yes- | 
| terday to the Committee on Printing? 


| number of copies was referred, under the rules, to | 
| the Committee on Printing. . 


| the report to be printed, it seems to me that no 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. WENTWORTH. 1 donot want thegen- | 





Mr. YATES asked and obtained the consent || tain debts due from the marshals of that 


of the House to publish a speech prepared by hin | 

on the Pacific railroad bill. 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Tennessee, asked and ob- 

tained the hike consent. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, asked and ob- | 


pared by him on the President’s veto. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Ac- | 
counts, reported a biil to change the mode of com- 
peneation to the members of the Senate and House 


printed, 

Mr. WARREN. I desire to present a resolu- 
tion from the Legislature of the State of Arkan- 
sas, 80 as to have it referred to the Committee on | 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The resolution was received and so referred. 











Mr.STANTON, of Kentucky. I am instructed | 


| by the Committee on Printing to offer the follow- | 
| ing resolution: 


Resolred, That there be printed for the use of the mem- | 
bers of the House, one hundred thousand extra copies of 
the report of the select committee on the subject of the | 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 


I object. 
The SPEAKER. 


Being objected to the reso- 


Mr STANTON. Permit me to say that, under | 
the rules of the House, | have a right to introduce | 
the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. We are acting under a 
special order of the Elouse, which is limited to | 
the reception of reports from the committees. 

Mr. STANTON. But | understand that the 
order expired some half hour since. 

The SPEAKER. The time for calling upon 
committees to report was extended. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [ would ask the | 


The SPEAKER. It was. 

Mr. JONES. My understanding of the matter | 
was, that the report of the select committee was 
not dispored of. 

TheSPEAKER. The motion to print an extra | 





Mr. JONES. Not until the report was adopted | 
and ordered to be printed. It is a part of the | 
motion that the report be received and printed, | 


| and then the motion to print extra copies follows. | 


As I understand the state of the case, the report 
was not acted upon, and, until the House orders 





motion could be entertained to print extra copies. | 
The SPEAKER. The Chair, at the moment, 


'| regarded the motion to print an extra number asa 


distinct and separate motion, and, under that im- 
pression, ordered it to go to the Committee on 
Printing. 
Mr. JONES. Suppose, when we come to a 
vote, the House should refuse to print the report? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair acknowledges 
that the gentleman from Tennessee is ena 


| correct in his view of the course of business, whic 


is, that the printing of any document must. be first 
ordered, and the order for en extra number of 
copies must then folow. The Chair will state 
that the motion to print an extra number of copies 
was regarded at the time as a distinct and separate 
motion, and it is so entered upon the J carnal upon 
the reference of the matter. 

Mr. STANTON. I desire to say, if it is in 
order—so that the House may understand the 
operation of that rule—that we havea law of Con- 
gress which requires that whenever a proposition 
to print an extra number of copies of any report 
or document shal! be made, it shall go to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

On motion by Mr. McQUEEN, the Committee 
on Territories was discharged from the further 
consideration of joint resolution of the Legislative 
Assembly of Washington Territory, asking that 
$10,000 be expended for a geological survey of 
that Territory; and the matter was then referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. MCQUEEN, thesamecom- 
mitte was also discharged from the further con- 
sideration 2 a joint resolution of the Legislative 


ashington Territory relating to cer- 


Ten. 
tory; and it was referred to the Committee onthe 
Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. McQUEEN, the same com. 


| mittee, was discharged from the further consider, 


ation of a joint resolution of the Territorial As. 
sembly of Oregon Territory, relating to territorial 
roads; and it was ordered to lie upon the table, 

On motion by Mr. McQUEEN, the same com. 
mittee was discharged from the further consider. 
ation of the memorial of the Legislative Assembly 
of Washington Territory relative to an amendmen 
of the organic law of said Territory; which wags 
laid upon the table. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I now offer 


|| the following resolution: 


Resolved, That there be printed, for the use of the mem. 
bers of the House, one hundred thousand extra copies of the 
report of the select committee on the subject of the Was). 
ington Monument. 

I desire to say, that the report contains ver 
interesting accounts of the history of the Wash. 
ington Monument Association, together with an 
exposition of its affairs from the time of its or. 
ganization to the present moment. The report 
will cost less than a cent a copy, probably not ex. 
ceed half a cent, and the expenditure for the whole 
number named in this resolution will not exceed 
$500. I hope the resolution will be agreed to, 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to know whether 
this proposition includes a resolution which was 


'| reported by the select committee on the subject of 


the monument. ‘ 
Mr. STANTON. Not at all. 
.Mr. HAVEN. I ehould like to know some. 


thing as to the extent of the cost of the printing 
of this paper 
Mr. STANTON, The report is a very short 


'| one, and it will not cost a cent a copy, perhaps not 


more than a half cent. 

Mr. HAVEN. .What will be the aggregate 
amount of the cost? 

Mr.STANTON. About $500. 

Mr. HAVEN. I offera substitute for the reso- 
lution, that that amount be subscribed for the erec- 
tion of the monument by this House. 

Mr. HAMILTON, Is that amendment in 
order? 

ae SPEAKER. The amendment is not in 
order. 

Mr. HAVEN. If it is not in order I have 
nothing further to say. 

Mr. WARREN, I move to lay the resolution 
upon the table. 

The question was taken; and, a upon division, 
theré were—ayes fifty-one, noes not counted, 

Mr. WARREN demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Wueever and Reapy wert 
appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes forty-seven, noes not counted, 

Mr. WARREN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. 

The question was then put; and the resolution 
was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to re- 
pre a ver ot by which the pean was 
ad » and to the motion to reconsider upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to 


Mr, WELLS. I wish to offer a resolution 
merely for the purpose of refereiice. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, | call for the regular order 
of business. 5 

The SPEAKER. As it is objected to it can- 
not be done. 

Mr. COBB. When the Committee on Public 
Lands was called I had a bundle of reports which 
I could pot get at at the time. I ask permission 
to report them now. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. LETCHER. I desire to make a report 
from a select committee. lam directed by the 
select committee Shaty 10. cee resolution fo 

10,1 to make a re 
from the same, and to ask to be ed from 
a farther consideration of allthe matters referred 
to 

The report was received, ordered to be printed, 
= the committee was | rged from further 

uties. , 


The SPEAKER. The is now upon 


the motion to suspend the rules, made by the g¢n- 
teman fee Pa ae 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








Mr. READY. I desire to offer a resolution 
which, if I mistake not, is one of privilege. Itis 
in reference to a matter in which every gentleman 
upon this floor has a personal interest, and to 
which, {| presume, there will be no objection. 

The resolution was read for informatjon, as fol- 

ws: 

Teint resolution for the adjournment of the two 
Houses of Congress at twelve o’clock on Satur- 
day night, the 3d of March. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object to it now; and I 
move that the rules be suspended, and that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 


COURT OF CLAIMS. 


The SPEAKER. There is already a motion 
pending to suspend the rules, and until that is dis- 
posed of another similar motion cannot be enter- 


tained. 

Mr. MURRAY. I now call for the yeas and 
nays on the motion of the gentleman from Penn- 
syivania to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If I thought I could accom- 
lish anything, | would appeal to the gentleman 
rom Pennsylvania to let me have the day to finish 

the consideration of the civil and diplomatic bill. 
The consideration of the bill for the establishment 
of a court of claims will occupy the whole day, if 


we enter upon it. The civil and diplomatic bill | 


ought to have passed this House and been sent to 
the Senate before this. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the unanimous consent 
that the House resolve itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

Mr. WHEELER. [I object. 

The SPEAKER. Then the motion cannot be 
made until the pending question is disposed of. 

Mr. SKELTON. I call for tellers upon the 
question. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then put; and the resolution 
was agreed to, two thirds voting in favor thereof. 


























The bill was then ordered to a third 
and was accordi read the third time. 
Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. I call for the 
| previous question upon the passage of the bill. 
| The previous question was seconded, and the 
| main question ordered to be now put. 
Mr. MURRAY. I demand the yeas and nays 
| upon the passage of the bill. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


| the affirmative—yeas 150, nays 46; as follows: 


Willig Allen, Ashe, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Benson, 


Bliss, Bacock, Boyce, Bridges, Brooks, Bugg, Campbell, | 


Chamberlain, Chandler, Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, 
Clark, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Curtis, Cut 
ting, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dick, Dickinson, Disney, 
| Dowdell, Drum, Dunbar, Fastman, Eddy, Edmands, Ed 


mundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Everhart, Fautkner, Fenton, | 


| Flagler, Florence, Fuller, Gamble, Giddings, Goode, 
| Goodrich, Green, Greenwood, Grey, Aaron Harlan, An- 
| drew J. Harian, Harrison, Hastings, Haven, Hendricks, 


Henn, Hibbard, Hiester, Hill, Houston, Howe, HMughes, | 
Hunt, Ingersoll, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, || 


Roland Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Knox, Kurtz, 
Latham, Letcher, Lewie, Lilley, Lindley, Lyon, McCal- 
loch, Macdonald, McDougall, McNair, McQueen, Mace, 
Macy, May, Meacham, Middieswarth, Millson, Morrison, 
Nobile, Norton, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Par- 
ker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, John Perkins, Phillips, 
Powell, 
| ardson, Riddle, David Ritchie, Rowe, Sabin, Sage, Sey- 
mour, Shannon, Shower, Samuel A. Smith, liam 
Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton, Hestor 1. 
John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, 
| Teller, Thurston, Tracy, Trout, Upham, Wade, Walbridge, 

Walker, Walley, Warren, Israel Washburn, John Went- 
worth, Westbrook, Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. 
Wright, and Yates—150. 


NAYS—Mezsrs. David J. Bailey, Ball, Bennett, Car- | 


penter, Caskie, Cobb, Craige, John G. Davis, Dawson, 
Dunham, Edgerton, Ellison, English, Etheridge, Good- 
| win, Hamilton, Daniel T. Jones, Lamb, Lindsley, Mc 
Mallin, Maurice, Maxwell, Mayall, Smith Miller, Mor- 
gan, 
| Phelps, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Ruffin, Sapp, Seward, 
| Shaw, Simmons, Skelton, Stration, 


and Witte—46. 
So the bill was passed. 





The question was then taken; and decided in | 


Pratt, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Rich- | 


Te: ota ae II an appropriation, must, under the rules, be firat 


urray, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Bishop Perkins, | 


| Andrew Stuart, | 
| Tweed, Vansant, Walsh, Ellihu B. Washburne, Wheeler, || 


itors of the late Republic of Texas as are com- 
— in the act of Congress of September 9, 
1 


| CONVENTION BETWEEN UNITED STATES 


AND GREAT BRITAIN. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. 


If the blouse will giwe me 
their consent, | now propose to report, from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, a bil! making 
an appropriation to pay the awards made ageinst 


| the United States Government in the recent con- 
YEAS—Mesers. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, | 


vention between Great Britain and the Unned 
Stares, and ask them to put the bill upon us pas 
sage. 

There being no objection, the bill was reported 
and read twice by its tule, as follows: 

A bill to carry into effect the convention, upon 
the sulject of claims, between the Unved States 
and her Britannic Majesty, of the 8:h of February, 
1855. . 

The bill was then read im extenso by the Clerk. 

Itappropriates $277 ,102 88— hat amount a 
been awarded to British subjects against the Uni 
States, under the late convention between Great 
Britain and the United States, deducting a certain 
amount, not exceeding five per cent.—to defray the 
expenses of the commission. 

r. HOUSTON. Idemand the previous ques- 
tion upon the efgrossment of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The bill making, as it does, 


considered in the Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. HOUSTON. By general consent that rule 
may be dispensed with. 
Mr. GIDDINGS, of Ohio. [ object. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I asked the consent of the 
, House to take up the bill and put it upon its paa- 
sage, and that consent was extended, as | under- 
stood it, to dispensing with its consideration inthe 
Committee of the Wnole. 
Mr. WHEELER. Certainly not. 
was only read for information. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 1} move to suspend the rules. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I rise to a question of order. 


The bill 





So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. 
high sense of regard 
House 

Mr. SEWARD, (interrupting.) !s it in order 
to move to recommit the bill ? 

The SPEAKER. The bill is not yet reported || 

to the House. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will it be in order when it 
is reported ? 

The SPEAKER. It will be, if the gentleman 
can obtain the floor for the purpose of making 


Pending the call of the roll, 
Mr. MILLSON, when his name was called, | 
| said: 1 wish to be allowed to say that I shall vote | 
| for the bill as an experiment, having, however, | 
| many objections to it; but the present method of | 
| owe ean has may worked so badly || is not debatable. 
that | am willing to try a change. . . biec 
| Mr JONES, of i oeaehaliin, dekual to recon- | SR ean eee 


: ' ' || motion was made, and did not yield the floor for 
| sider the vote by which the bill was passed, and | any such pur 


to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. The SPEA KK E. The gentleman from Ala- 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. bama (Mr. Houston} was upon the floor, and 
Here a message was received from the Senate, || *bout to speak upon the bill, when the Chair re- 


_T rose to object to dispensing with the coneidera- 
tion of the bill in the Committee of the W hole. 
Have I not the floor? . 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has not the 
floor. The mouon is to suspend the rules, which 


I have a very 
or the feeling of the 





ts 
i 
3 
rand 
. 
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ral 
i 
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ut. 
Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. I was about to 
remark that I did not wish to consume any 


_— 
of the time of this House, and therefore I forbear || 


re a speech in explanation of this bill, Se- 
cause | am satisfied that every member of this 
House understands it. I will merely remark, 
that this bill has already passed the Senate, that 
it met the approval of the Committee of Claims 
in this House, and [am authorized by that com- 
mittee to withdraw the amendment which they 


had recommended should be made to it, so that || 


the bill will now be put before the House just as 
it came from the Senate. In order that no time 
may be consumed, and that we may come to an 
immediate vote, I demand the previous question. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move to commit the bill to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

_ The SPEAKER. Until the previous question 
is disposed of, no such motion is in order. 

Mr. JONES. It is necessary that I should 
state that the rules are suspended in order to allow 
me to report the bill. I do reportit, and move to 
put it upon its passage. ' 

Mr. SKELTON. — I move to lay the bill upon 
the table. 

The question was put; and the motion was not 


to. 
The Clerk read the bill in extenso. 
Mr. JONES, of vania. I now ask that 
the bill i the third time. 
The SP KER. That is the first question 


_ Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The first question 
18 upon seconding the demand for the previous 


was main 
thin coded entopen “ 





by Assury Dicxins, Esq., their Secretary, noti- 
fying the House that that body had passed bills 
| of the following titles; in which it asked the con- 
| currence of the House: 


settlement of the claims of officers of the revolu- 
| tionary army and of the widows and orphan chil- 
| dren of those who died in the service. 

Senate bill (No. 514) granting railroad compa- 
nies three years in which to pay the duties on 
| iron imported for railroad purposes. 


with an amendment: 
House bill (No, 242) authorizing the purchase 
or construction of four additional revenue cutters. 
And that it had passed the following House bill, 
| without amendment: 
House bill (No. 527) for the relief of Lot Davis. 
Also, a resolution os that the two Houses 
of Congress shoul 
o’clock on the night of the 3d of March; in which 
ees ask the concurrence of the 
ouse. 





ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, here reported as correctly enrolled joint res- 
olutions and bills of the following titles; which 
thereupon réveived the signature of the Speaker: 

A resolution for the relief of Rebecca Hinton; 

An act to establish an additional land district in 
the State of Wisconsin; 

An act increasing the pension of Anthony W. 
Bayard, of Bellefonte, in the State of Pennsylva- 


bla; 
a resdlution in favor of William Monagan; 





Senate bill (No. 186) to provide for the final | 


That it had passed the following House bill, | 





adjourn sine die at twelve 


| Sa 
An act to provide for the payment of such cred- | Whole om 


minded him that the bill, under the rules, must be 

first considered in the Committee of the Whole. 
| The gentleman from Alabama then moved to gus- 
the rules. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 1 understood the gentleman 
to move to refer the bill. 

The SPEAKER. He did not, 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I demand the yeasand nays 
upon the motion to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | will make one 
remark, if the Louse will permit me, and particu. 
| larly to the gentleman from Ohir , [Mr. Gippiwes.} 
| That commission, sir, awarded something over 
| $777,000 against this Government as due to British 
| subjects. And I ask the attention of the House 
to the fact that the same commission awarded 
| ¢329,000 against the British Government as due 
|to American citizens. It was required that the 

money should be paid within one year after the 
expiration of the commission. The commission 
expired on the 15th of the last month, and the 
probability is, that if we do not pass it now, « wilf 
| not be done within the year. This is what we 
| are to pay to British subjecis, and has nothing to 
do with anything else. 

Mr. WHEELER. Does it not also make pro- 
vision for paying the expenses of the commission 


| Mr. GIDDINGS. I have no objection to this 
bill coming before the House if it can be explained 

| by some one who is opposed to it. If I can have 

_ halfan hour for that purpose, | will not make any 

| objection. . 

| Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, 


I rise to a question 


i of order. I desire to ask the Chair one question. 


the House go into the Committee of the 
the state of the Union in the present 
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as unfinis to-morrow morning? 


business 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- | 


bama has moved to suspend the rule requiring 
this bill to be considered in the Committee of the 





Whole on the state of the Union, which motion | 


would cut off a motion to go into the Committee 
of the W hole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


I desire to say to | 


the House that this bill has nothing to do with the | 


awards against the British Government in favor of 
our own citizens. It is merely to provide for the 


payment of the awards against our own Govern- | 


ment. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. The gentleman from Ten- | 


nessee has been allowed to explain his side of | 


the bill. Now, will the gentleman allow meas 
long to éxplain the opposite side? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
over the bill. 
imous permission of the House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Well, sir, if the House will 
allow mea short time to explain my opposition 
to the bili, I will then not object to its being dis- 

of at once. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will proceed 
unless objection be made. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I object. 

The question was then put;"and, two thirds 
having voted in favor thereof, the rules were sus- 

ded, and the bill taken up for consideration. 

Mr. HOUSTON. | demand the previous ques- 
tion upon the engrossment of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 


I have no control | 
W hat I said I said with the unan- | 


The bili was then ordered to be engrossed and | 


read a third time. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Now, Mr. Speaker, I have 
the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has not the 
floor, for the reason that the bill has not received 


its third reading, and the previous question is, | 


therefore, not exhausted. 

The bill was then read the third time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I demand the previous ques- 
tion upon the passage of the bill. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read the third time; and upon that motion I 
desire to submit a few remarks. 

Mr. ORR. Is that motion debatable? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I have the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
has the floor, but the motion is not debatable, for 
the reason that the previous question has been 
demanded upcn the passage of the bill. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. | made the motion for the pur- 
pose of assigning my reasons for opposing the bill. 


aware that no debate is in order during the pend- 
ency of the previous question. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. The previous question has 
been exhausted u 
it is that motion | pro 

The SPEAKER. 


e to reconsider. 
he gentleman must recol- 


lect that it is the every day practice of the House, | 
that, when the previous question has been de- | 


manded, no debate is in order upon a motion to 
reconsider until the demand for the previous ques- 
tion has been disposed of. 

Mr.GIDDINGS. Did not the Chair notice that 
i was upon the floor, and made the motion to 
reconsider before the gentleman from Alabama 
demanded the previous question ? 

The SPEAKER. As the remark of the gentle- 
man from Ohio would imply censure on the Chair 
the Chair bege leave to explain. The gentieman 
from Qhio must know as well as any member 
‘wpon this Moor, and,every member must know, 
that common courtesy to the introducer of a bill 
requires that the Chair should recognize him in 
preference to any other member. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Certainly; that is the uni- 

versal practice. — 
Mr. GIDDINGS. It was not my intention to 
cast any censure upon the Chair, but I desire some 
opportunity of saying a word in explanation of 
this bill re it passes the House. : 

Mr. ORR. I move to lay the motion to recon- 
sider — the table. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider is 
debatable, and the Chair will rule that the 
to lay the table is not in order, The 
ig upon the motion to reconsider. 


| 


n the engrossment of the bill. | 














The SPEAKER. But the gentiewan must be | briefly. 


| of the last session a select committee was ap- 


| and it came to me at my residence in Ohio. 





to cast any reflection upon the Chair, but sise-— 
Cries of “* Order!’’ ‘* Geder!’’) 
he SPEAKER. Theetatement of the gentle- 
_e perfectly satisfactory between him and the 
air. 

Mr. PRINGLE. [ ask, asa matter of courtesy, | 
that some one will explain this bill. There seems | 
to be a strong feeling upon this side of the House | 
that some explanation should be made. I hope | 
the House will allow it to be done. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I will explain it, if the 
House will permit me. . 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the gentleman from Ohio should be 
allowed to explain? 

{Cries of ** No!” ** No!” “No!” 

Mr. PRINGLE. Then I would like to hear 
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Hovsron] | 
explain it. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Well, the time is coming, 
thank God, when we shall have these gags re- 
moved. 7 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I desire to 


|| inquire if the question on seconding the demand 


for the previous question must not be put before 
it is put upon the motion to reconsider, so that if 
the previous question is not seconded, debate can 
be had upon the motion? 

The SPEAKER. It has been usual, asa matter 
of convenience, to put the question first upon the 


| motion to reconsider. 


Mr. WASHBURN. I had supposed that the 


| question must first be taken on seconding the 


demand for the previous question, because then, 
in case that should be voted down, the motion to 


|| reconsider would be debatable. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair sees the point 


| made by the gentleman, and yields at once. The 
|| question will be taken first upon the demand for 


the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question was ordered to be put; being first | 


upon the motion submitted by Mr. Gippines, to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
disagreed to. ‘ 

Under the further operation of the previous 


|| question, the bill was passed. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed, and to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table. v 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. [rise to what I believe to 
be a question of privilege, and I will state jt very 
It will be remembered that at the close 


pointed to investigate the alteration of the Min- 
nesota land bill. ‘That committee made a report 
on the last day of the session, announcing that 
they were receiving testimony by telegraph, and it 
was the understanding that that testimony should 
be published with the report. The testimony did 
not arrive, however, until after the oaenennn. 

ask 
now to offer a resolution authorizing the publica- 
tion of the additional testimony. 

The resolution, which was received by unani- 
mous consent, was read, and agreed to, as follows: 

Res«lved, That the testimony of A. Hunt, hereunto at- 
tached, taken by the select committee last session to inves- 
tigate the alteration made to the Minnesota land bill, and 
which has not heretofore been published, be printed as a 
part of the report of said committee. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Hessaen in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the civil and diplomatic ap ia- 
tion bill, Mr. Epcenron being entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [have a small amendment 
to offer to provide for a deficiency which’! will 
present now if the gentleman from Ohio will allow 


me. : 
Mr. EDGERTON. Certainly; if by so doing 
I do not lose my right to the floor. 


Mr.GIDDINGS. One word. I did not design 
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stage of shogeametings, will this bill not come up 





estimated and the 
article of reciprocity treaty with Great Britain, $2,000, 





February 23, 


eS ee eS ee 

Mr. HOUSTON. [aminstructed by the Com. 

mittee of Ways and Means to offer the following 
amendment: 


For oil for light-houses, being the difference between the 
actual cost of that article, $82,034 |7 

For compensation of commissioner provided in le 

For boats and other incidental expenses connecied with 


the duties of commissioner, provided in Jhe Ist Article of 


the reciprocity treaty with Great Britain, $3,000 
I hold in my hand a regular detailed estimat, 


|| which has been printed, showing the deficiency, 


for oil for light-houses to grow out of the fae 
that, after the estimates were made, and befor 
the purchases were made, the price of oil incr: 
very greatly, and that this appropriation is abgo. 
lutely necessary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. EDGERTON. | offer the following amend. 
ment: 


Sec. —. And beit further enacted, That 80 much ofthe 
act entitled “An act making appropriations for the civil ang 
diplomatic expenses of Government for the year ending the 
30th day of June, 1849, and for other purposes,” approved 
August 12, 1848, as provides *‘ for refunding certain duties 
paid by colleges, academies, schools, and seminaries of 
learning, in the United States, on philosophical apparatus, 
instruments, books, maps, and charts,’ and that the same 
articles, and also certain other articles therein named 
might, and should, thereafter be in the manner and under 
the circumstances therein specified, imported into the Upi- 
ted States free of duty, be, and the same is hereby, so ep. 


|| larged, altered, and amended as to provide that the duties 


paid on railroad iron actually and permanently laid down 
from and after the 30th of June, 1853, up to the Ist of July, 
1856, being for the full period of three years, shall, on satis. 
factory proof being made to the Secretary of the Treasury 
of the fact aforesaid, be refunded to the State, or rail. 
road company so laying down said iron, or causing the 
same to be done, ard said Secretary is hereby directed jo 
repay said duties out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated; and from and after the passage of 
this act, dyes, dye-wood, dye-stuffs, raw silks, (of whatever 
name or nature,) and wool, unmanufactured, costing mor 
than fifty cents, and less than eighteen cents per pound a 
the place whence imported, may, and shall, be imported inw 
the United States free of duty: Provided, That in all cases 
of wool falsely invoiced and valued under the foregoing 
provision to defraud the revénue, there shall be levied and 


| collected on the same, doubie the amount of duty now ia. 
| posed by law on said article. 


Mr. FLORENCE. Thatamendment is not in 


order. 





Mr. STRAUB. It isthe same amendment tha 
was ruled out of order yesterday. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds the 
amendment to be out of order. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Iappeal from the decision 
of she Chair. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. 
order. s 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot enter. 
tain it, for the reason that there is one point of 
order already pending, and an appeal is taken 
from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. That is the very point 
I make. The gentleman from Ohio has no right 
toappeal. This very question was decided by the 
committee yesterday. 

Mr. DAWSON. Theamendment is the same 
as«that offered yesterday, and which the Chair 
ruled out of order. That decision of the Chair 
was sustained by the committee, and it is not in 
order to present the same question again to-day. 

Loud cries of ‘‘ Order !”’ ** Order !’"} 
r. FLORENCE. Thesame proposition was 
ruled out of order yesterday. 

Mr. EDGERTON. It is not the same prop- 
osition as the one I offered yesterday. 

Mr. DAWSON. It is the same in effect, if not 
in words. I maintain that an appeal cannot lie 
from the decision of the Chair, and if the chair 
man will hear me for a moment, I think I can sat- 
isfy him that I am correct. 

Loud cries of ** Order!” and ‘* Question !”} 
r. PECK. I call for tellers on the appeal. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Fiorenct 
and WHEELER were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 81, noes 87. 

So the decision of the Chair was overruled. 

The question being on the amendment offered 
by Mr. Epcerron, / ; 

Mr. EDGERTON. The railroad interest of 
this country is now so largeand so extended, that 
it is eminently worthy the consideration of Con- 
gress. is unwilling, in fact has no right, 
to construct, at the national expense, the numerous 
railroads required by the various interests of the 
several States of this Union. Yet the construction 


I rise to a question of 
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¢ calicentio in Cpe aia ane oe 
he development of State National resources, 
and confer great benefits upon the National Gov- 
ernment, affording new means of seeking markets 
for the various articles of produce and manufac- 
ture; of more efficiently and moré cheaply defend- 
ing the country in the time of war, and more 
saiely and rapidly transporting its mails. The 
railroad interest, thus important to the General 





senting it as a pauper, it is grievously slandered 


true friends. 


| prostrate, but is strong, sturdy, and honorable to 


| the nation. 


' 


| 


Government, is at present deeply embarrassed. || 
Into the causes of that embarrassment it is not | 


now necessary to inquire; the embarrassment ex- | 
ists, and the remedy is what weseek. This Gov- |, 


ernment can give partial relief by releasing the 
railroad companies from the pagenans of duties on 
their railroad iron. For this there is precedent, 
and the right is unquestionable. But this, it is 
said, will injure the railroad iron makers of Penn- 
sylvania, and from that State proceeds the greatest 
hostility to this measure, but with what justice 
and reason, | now propose to inquire. 

The number of railroad iron mills in Pennsyl- 
vania, according to the memorial made to Con- 
gress in 1850, by the iron manufacturers, is six; 
their annual capacity 64,400 tons of rails, but their 
actual make was, in 1849, 18,973 tons of rails. 
(See memorial, page 105.) On page 88 of the 
memorial, it is estimated that the make of iron 
metal in the United States in 1847, was 800,000 


tons; in 1848, the same; in 1849, 650,000 tons. | 


The United States Census Compendium, page 181, 
shows a make, in 1850, of 823,455tons of pig and 
other iron. Of pig iron alone, 563,755 tons were 
made, and of this amount, 285,702 tons were made 
in Pennsylvania. But the real make was much 
greater than thecensus shows. The Superintend- 
ent of the Census appends a note to page 181, 
which says ‘‘ the production of pig or cast iron in 
Pennsylvania was estimated by the local reports 
in 1850 at 564,575 tons.” 


iron in the United States, and as the local returns 
show that the official census returns are too low 
by one half, it is reasonable to suppose the same 
of the other States; if so, the real make of pig 
iron in the United States, in 1850, was about one 
million one hundred and twenty-five thousand 
tons; add to this the ** other products,’’ and the 
total amount of iron actually made in the United 
States in 1850 was 1,385,000 tons. Of this vast 
amount of production, less than 20,000 tons were 
manufactured in the Pennsylvania rail mills into 


which no one pretended. On the contrary, they 


As. the returns show | 
that a made one half of all the pig | 





are in a constant ** state of ruin,’’ 18,973 tons of 1 
i} 


rails is the whole amount of iron used by the 
Pennsylvania rail mills out of 1,385,000 tons of 
iron made in 1830! 


only made about three times the small amount 
named. This amount we have furnished to our 
hands by the iron men themselves, and is, un- 
doubtedly, to be relied on. 

The single item of ‘‘ castings ’’ consumed, (see 


‘Compendium Census, page 181,) in 1850, three 


hundred and sixty-six thousand eight hundred and 
nineteen tons of iron, being nearly twenty times 
greater an amount of iron than is used by the 
Pennsylvania iron rail mills. 

The estimates made by the iron manufacturers for 
the use of Congress, justify us in supposing that 
these six rail mills cost about $2,500,000. Thecost 
of all railroads, finished and unfinished, including 
stock of all kinds, is estimated at $1,200,000,000. 
To benefit the $2,500,000, the $1,200,000,000 
have, since 1843, paid taxes enough to have paid 
for the six mills and burned them, and repeated 
the operation of buying and burning ten times. 

It is not republican, neither is it just, in theory 
or practice, to make the railroads in the United 
States submit to a grievous burden for the benefit 
of six iron rail mills in Pennsylvania. The capi- 
tal and the business of these six iron rail mills look 
quite insignificant when compared even with the 
capital and business of the railroads of Pennsy!l- 
vania; and to oppress one for the benefit of 


other, especially to make the greater bow to the 


» is an operation not self-evidently right, and 
requires more than deasaategenien a Philadel- 
phia nw mmoke it conform toa teen 
basins an weak, prone ony wo bereried, 
cious and continuous Goverament aid, in repre- 


| 
| 





i 


}} 


It is the reverse of the Jachrymose 
statements made every year or two to Congress. 
It has become’too strong for it to ** look well ”’ to 
come here whining and blubbering, and begging 
like a street mendicant. 

Attached to the memorial of the iron men to 
Congress, is a statement made by some of them 
in reply to the Journal of Commerce and the New 
York Evening Post. See pages 55 and 56: 

“To correct a prevailing error, let it be presumed that 


this country exports bu' lithe ornoe iron. The exportation 
of nails, to which your journal recently referred, consisted 


| of a fews casks shipped by an American provision hcuse, 


as an experiment for coopering pork barreis in Liverpool ; 


| and itis absurd to suppose that such a trade will ever be 


worth a second thought. So the exporis of iron, to which 


| the Evening Post referred, a few days since, really consist 


| Of machinery sent to the Spanish colonies atid South Amer- 
| ica, and were only kept up by the superiority of the Amer 


| otherwise. 


| during each of several years before, our annual | 
exports of iron exceeded $1,000,000; our yearly | 
exports of iron and its manufactures were then || 


| and pauperism The iron interests of this coun- | 
try exceed those of any other save one; and when || 
our roads and canals open up an easy iftercourse | 


| $60,000,000. 


ican sugar milla. So again, a few tons of pig iron have, at 
various times, been sent to 
others—for the purpose of being tried for steel, the raw ma- 
terial for which Great Britain now imports from Sweden at 
very high prices. 


such a result has not yet been reached, and even if it had 
been, it would be due not to our own capacity to produce 
iron more cheaply, but to the impossibility of making it in 
England at all fo 


the iron trade is prostrated.”’ 

Now, I undertake to say that the fact is exactly 
ket, but we have long since entered intoa suc- 
cessful competition with other nations in the mar- 


kets of the world. During that very year, when 
the foregoing positive statement was made, and 


half as great as all the Pennsylvania iron rail mills 


were worth. This past year, those exports sold | 
for money enough, probably, to buy those six | 
mills twice over—the value of the exports exceed- || 


ing $4,000,000. The value of the annual make 
of iron, and of iron manufactures in the United 


States, must greatly overgo $100,000 000—three | 


classes alone, show an aggregate value of over 
(See Comp. Census., pp. 181, 182.) 
Manufactures of pig iron......... «..$12,748,727 


Manufactures of iron casting....... « 25,108,155 | 


' || Manufactures of wrought iron....... 
rails, unless they did better than the year before, | 








$60,486,153 


While achieving such wonderful regults; while 


J , || filing the home market with such a prodigious 
And if the mills had worked || 


up to their greatest capacity, they could have | 


amount of goods and value; while exporting 
more than any other manufacturing interest except 


|| that of cotton manufactures, and nearly equaling | 


that, it is idle to talk of feebleness, prostration, 


with the interior portions of the country lying 
near this side of Kansasand Nebraska, those iron 


| flattering dimensions. 


To show that there is no mistake about this 
matter—to prove that no reliance can be placed 


|| on these iron statements which represent that the 
United States export little or no iron the follow- | 


ously \ vetoed 
by those who so ostentatiously claim to be its only | 
The iron trade is neither weak nor + 


ngland—by the writers among | 


The discovery of such an iron in this | 
| country would, undoubtedly, lead to its exportation; but 


| duty. 


Not only have we a large home mar- | 


22,629,271 | 





the Maysville road. But when States or 
ies chose to do what nations usually do, 
President Jackson, instead of discoursging the 
enterprise, approved the act of July 14, 1832, 
which retunded to such States and companies the 


| money that had been exacted from them as duties 
' in pay ment for the privilegeof importing iron raila, 


spikes, &e., to be used in constructing railroads. 
‘o this, no vigorous Opposition seems to have 


| been made in any quarter; on the contrary, bills 


enlarging this privilege passed without opposition ; 
not even the yeas and nays were asked tor in this 
House on those bills. Mr. Clay and Mr. Calhoan, 
Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Woodbury, Mr. Webster, 
and Mr. Polk, Mr. Wright and Mr. Tazewell, 
alike seemed to concur in the policy of allowing 
such companies as would build railroads in any 
part of the nation, and thue furnish facilities tor 
speedy and cheap Government transportation of 
all kinds in time of need, in peace and in war, to 
do so free from all Government charge upon su¢h 
articles of iron as they might import to use in the 
construction of such roads. 

This law remained in force some eleven years. 
In the tariff of 1842 a provision was inserted, ex- 


|| tending it to March, 1843, and then terminating it. 


Under that beneficent act of 1832 all duties that 


had previously been collected from railroad com- 
r the want of suitable ore. We have, || panies were refunded, and all iron laid down durthg 


therefore, only a home market: and when that is closed, | 


the succeeding eleven years was exempted from 
To New England, New York, and Penn- 
sylvania this wise policy was of great advantage. 
Pennsylvania obtained under that act from the 


| United States Treasury, prior to 1841, at the single 


port of Philadelphia, $1,044,875 24: considerable 
quantities of iron for the railroad to Baltimore and 
to New York were landed in Delaware, at Batri- 
more, at Newark, Perth Amboy, &c. From 1841 
to 1844 considerable sums were received by Peun- 
sylvania on the same account. To this policy 
Pennsylvania assented. It is believed that not 
one of her numerous representatives dissented. 
Having, in pursuance of that policy, received 
eid from the ‘Treasury during the infancy of ite 
| enterprise, Pennsylvania surely will not now re- 
sist the revival of that policy, and insist upon the 
payment of thirty dollarsupon every one hundred 
dollars worth of railroad iron imported by the feeble 
and embarrassed companies of the South and 
W est; surely, in her wealth and power, she will not 
refuse to others what was granted to dierself in the 
days of her greatest need. During the continuance 


| of the policy of General Jackson $6,371,212 39 


were refunded to railroad companies. More than 


| one fifth—probably one entire fourth of this sum—- 
| went to aid Pennsylvania roads. 


Will Pennsy!- 
vania do this day by the new States as she was 
done by? 

In reply to the demagogue cry about aiding rich 
corporations, this may be said: Reilroad enter- 
prises are generally gotten up by the people to be 
benefited. To carry them forward they give ail 
the money they can, and beg friends elaewhere 
to help them. When finished the roads greatly 
benefit the country through which they run, by 


|| increasing the value of la: ds and of products gen- 
interests will swell to an aggregate of the most | 


erally. ut the stockholders, living elsewhere, 
could have done beiter with their money. Hence 
it is becoming difficult to get stock taken in new 
roads except from the people along their bine. 
This is known to all. To show how false is the 
cry about rich corporations, we have only to re- 


ing table is submitted. It is taken from Secre- || flect that not one man in Congress woul! buy 


tary Guthrie’s last annual report, page sixty-eight, 


| stock at par in any railroad company in the Uni- 


and exhibits the value of all pig and bar iron, of || ted States, with the intent and upon the condition 


nails and other manufactures of iron, exported 
from the United States during nine consecutive 
years, the table shows a steady and gratifying 
increase in the export of iron, and particular 
attention is invited to it. ‘ 

Value of iron, pig and bar, castings, and all 
manufactures of iron, exported from the United 
States to foreign countries, from June 30, 1845, to 
June 30, 1854; 


i Se 1,151, + 

UAT cece acce. Pin ee oo "nai 
1849,.......ccc- 1,006,172  1854..cccceceeee 4,210 
1850......2. e+e 1,011,320 “~ 


o $17,855,909 


Nations, in their character as nations, generally 
construct canals, and military postal and commer- 
cial highways. President Jackson doubted the 


|| to hold it for ten years. True, the stock of a few 
|| is above par, a 


is worth what it sells for; but 
| our past history shows that the best may depre- 
| ciate from some one of the many causes which 
| affect railroad stocks in all countries. [t is im- 
portant to the country, to the nation at large, thet 
roads from all the sea-ports to the interior, from the 
| interior to the lakes, and to navigable rivers lead- 
ing to the lakes, and to the ocean, and to the Gulf, 
should be built. They are better munitions of 
| war and of defense than were ever knOwn to the 
ancien(3; and if individuals wiil build the roads 
that nations need in time of war, evrely they 
ought to be encouraged to do it, and thus relieve 
| Government a ~ ae and corruptions 
| incident to ext and overpowering patronage. 

If individuals will build ondierented by Govern- 

ment to carry mails, and and stores, on 








power of Congress to construct certain foads. He |! the condition that they shall be allewed to obtax 
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their building 
from taxation, who that wishes to see Government 
pa'ronage confined within as narrow limits as pos- 
sible would hesitate, for one moment, to allow 
them to do so? 

Mr. WITTE. 1 do not agree with my honor- 
able friend from Ohio {Mr. Epoerton) in the 
views be has presented. | cannot believe that he 
intended to do injustice to Pennsyivania when he 
made special reference to the iron interests of that 
State | desire to say a word upon this subject, 
not for Pennsylvania alone, not with reference to 
any peculiar interests which she may have, or of 
any class of her manufactures or people, nor with 
reference to the influence which the introduction 
of any new change in the revenue system might 
produce upon any of her interests. I do not pro- | 
pose to inquire whether this measure would benefit 
any one class of her manufaciures. | trust that, 
whenever the great principles of Democracy are 
fnvolved, 1 am, and shall ever remain, above and 
beyond all personal! and local considerations. | | 
desire to state simply what | conceive to be the 
important principle involved in this question. I 
wish it to be known to the country, that gentle- 
men claiming to be Democrats, who represent the 
railroad, woolen, or other interests of their va- 
rious States, should not come here and ask for a 
peculiar character of special legislation in favor of 
those interests under the shallow pretext of being 
actuated in so doing by an earnest desire to de- 
fend the best interests of their constituents. 

We have now, for the first time during the time | 
I have occupied a seat here, heard the attempt 
made to interpolate the new dogma in our theory 
of Government, that we can, by a single act of 
legislation, discriminate, not as between individ- 
uals personally, but as between corporations and 
individuals—a principle at once the most odious in 
character and dangerous in tendency. If the doc- 
trine 18 to be held by the Democratic party of this 
country, that this new feature is to be introduced, 
let it be understood by whom the responsibility 
is to be assumed, and jet us know who will act in 
opposition to what has been hitherto regarded not 
only as a perfectly clear and well defined, buta card- 
inal principal of Democratic policy. How does 
this matter stand? Look to the history of this 
country for the last four or five years, and espe- 
cially the last year or two, and see if it justifies 
the introduction of any such feature of policy into 
our system. The whole system of our manu- 
factures and commerce has been deranged and 
shaken to the very center. In what manner has 
it been done, and by what agency has it been pro- 
duced? By the railroad interests of this country, 
by oe gape interest which now rolls up a 
capital of six or seven hundred millions of dol- 
lars, and which has been, from the very first day || 
of this Congress, knocking at our doors and im- || 

rtuning us most pertinaciously and impudently | 

| 





rom the lobby, for the enactment of class legis- | 
lation, and to do just that Very thing which has | 
been this day attempted. 
I will not speak of what Pennsylvania can do, 
or what she cannot do. I will not here attempt to 
say whether she can sustein herself or not. Ican 
pomt with pride to the history of her growth and 
the development of her resources. But I will say | 
that Pennsyivania has never asked anything at | 
the hands of the Government. If you will exam- 1 


} 


ine the question you will find that she has paid | 
a larger price for the railroad iron used in the con- | 
struction of her roads than it can be now bought |, 
for, without reference to any duty. 
There is another point in this matter to which I 
invite the attention of the committee. We have 
never _ assistance i an eames 
speak for myself personally, so far as my knowl- 
edge goes, we have never Ccnedetab slake hepitie- 
tion. Weee the ancient Whig doctrine—and | 


say it without any to gentlemen on the 
Opposite side—atiem here to-day, of protec- 
tion in its most odious ; not that system 
merely which seeks to the manafacturers, 


ment so as to include raw silk. 

There are very good reasons why this amend- 
ment to the amendment should prevail. Raw silk 
is Bot prown in this country to any extent, and it 
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materials where they please, free | now paysaduty. It is imported extensively, and | find the 
_ manufactured here. Wool ie also grown exten- 


sively here. If the amendment now before the 
committee should prevail, many of our wool 
growers would fail, and their interests would be 
jeopardized in consequence of it; but there is no 


interest that will suffer if the amendment which I || 


propose to the amendment shall prevail. If my 
amendment be adopted, as | trust it will be, those 


interested in the manufacture of silk willbegreatly | 


benefited. 
- Mr. MILLSON. We are presenting, at this 
time, a strange spectacle. We commenced this 


session of Congress with an effort to reduce the || 
duties on imports, and relax the rigors of the re- | 
strictive system, and we are now about to intro- 

duce one of still greater severity. The proposi- | 
tion is to exempt from taxation the raw materials | 


used by the manufacturers of New England, with- 


out a corresponding reduction of the duties on the | 


imported articles that come into competition with 


them. When, during the last Congress, a simi- | 


lar attempt was made by a gentleman from New 
York, it was discountenanced by almost the united 


sentiment of the Democratic party in the House, | 
yet we find to-day, members of the Democratic | 
party, opponents of the restrictive system, uniting | 
in the effort to secure further bounties to the pro- | 
| tected interests of New England, in the shape of | 
mitigated duties on the materials they use—and 


for what? What do they hope to gain in return 


for these concessions? Not the exemption of rail- | 
road iron from all duty, to which, or to a reduc- | 


tion of duty I myself incline, but the refunding 
of the duties which have been already paid by 
certain railroad companies, on the iron laid down 
since the 30th June, 1853, and a remission of the 
duties which they may have to pay witbin the 
space of little more than a year from this time. 


The gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Pratt] | 


now proposes still further to secure these partial 


advantages and bounties to the protected interests | 
by repealing the duty upon raw silk, as well as | 


the dye-stuffs and other articles embraced in the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio. 

Now, sir, to the proposed donation of a large 
sum of money from the Treasury of the United 


States to those railroad companies which have | 
heretofore paid duties on their iron, I am utterly | 
and irreconcilably opposed, for | conceive that we | 


have no more right to pay back to railroad com- 


| panies the amounts they have paid intothe Treas- | 
| ury—the amount of duties they have discharged— | 
| than to make a gratuitous grant of any other sum 
| for any other purpose. 


I regard it as a pure and 
simple donation, and therefore I could not be 


| reconciled to the proposition to grant further pro- 


tection to the protected interests of New England, 
by what seems to be only a reduction of duties, 


| for | am as much opposed to the consideration 


tendered as I am to the proposed reduction itself, 


| I trust we are not now to abandon our proper 


policy and return to the protective and restrictive 
system; not, it is true, by increasing the rate of 


|| duty, but by giving a protection just as efficacious, 


ang just as sure to prevent the introduction of 
goods from abroad. I trust we shall not consent 
by such means to diminish the expenses of manu- 
facture, and thus to enable the protected interests 
to get rid of foreign competition. Jt makes no 
difference whether we lessen the duty on what 
they buy, or increase the duty on the imported 
article; the effect is just the same in securing pro- 
tection to them and imposing burdens on the 
people: for the slight gain in the diminished cost 
of the domestic article will not at all make amends 
for the serious reductions in the revenue on the 
imported 8, the importation of which will be 
diminished precisely in proportion to the increase 
of the domestic manufacture. 

ee the hammer fell.] 

‘he question was then taken upon Mr. Pratr’s 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. BANKS. I move to amend by striking 
out the word “ eighteen,’’ so that it will provide 
that wool shall be free of duty, without limit... 1 
move the amendment for the of making a 
suggestion in to the eman from Vi i 
(Mr. Mixtson,] and aiso to my friend from Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr. Wirre.] Thisis not the fir& time 
that the question of the reduction of duties has 
been presented at this session. It has been pro- 

before, and I have to say to the gentlemen 
Pennsylvania and Virginia, that they do not 
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manufacturing interests of the East jp 
|| opposition to that reduction. On the contrary 
| the Representatives from Massachusetts, with nq 
‘| more than one exception, who represent a cop. 
_stituency as deeply interested in this question a, 
|| any other section of the country, voted in favor of 
a general and liberal reduction. They were wij. 
| ing to assent to a reduction upon manufactured 
articles for the reason that it was accompanied 
by a still greater redaction upon raw materials, 
|| While it reduced the duties upon imports, and thys 
| tended to satisfy the demands of the friends of free 
| trade, it removed the onerous burdens upon many. 
factures, by imposing merely nominal duties op, 
the articles they consumed. If it was free trade 
on one side, it was protection on the other. It wag 
not, therefore, the manufactures of the East tha 
demand high protection, as the gentleman from 
|| Virginia says, who deteated it. They were will. 
ing and ready to take the bill which ae peepee 
some time since by the gentleman from Alabama, 
(Mr. Housron.] I need not say to my friend from 
|| Pennsylvania that the fixed, determined, and re. 
|| sistless opposition to that measure, came from the 
middle States, particularly from Pennsylvania, and 
not from New England. The preposition before 
us differs from that referred to only in the feet 
that it goes directly to the extension of the free 
list, without making a general reduction of duties, 
It will greatly relieve the most depressed interests 
of the country without inflicting material injury 
upon any. It does exactly what the friends of 
free trade have always claimed their measures 
would do—afford necessary protection without 
| imposing burdens. 
I ave another suggestion to make to the gen- 
‘| tleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mirison.} If he de- 
|| sires to break down that rigorous system of pro- 
|| tection of which he complains, is it not better to 
begin by striking at it in detail than by fruitless 
|| efforts to form combinations against it? By de- 
taching from its support those who are willing to 
‘| be detached, whose interests are protected by 
|| extension of the free lists, and who can thus bear 
|| such reduction of duties as free trade demands? 
|| Is it not in that way only that this object can be 
attained? We have only to refer to England as 
an example. England now approaches nearer the 
position of a free trade Government than either 
our own or any other State. And how has she 
reached that position? By going to work upon the 
old system in detail; and in that manner, one after 
another, has she put upon her free list four hun- 
dred and thirty different articles—making an an- 
nual reduction in her import duties of £1 ,100,000. 
By placing sheep’s wool upon the free list she 
reduced the burdens then oppressing her manufac- 
tures,as a similar duty oppresses ours, at the rate 
of £100,000 yearly, and substituted general. pros- 
erity for the general one that rested upon them. 
he abolition of the duty on cotton and wool cost 
her annually £680,000. It was by such measures 
that England has attained the position which she 
occupies, and by which she has given to her people 
——— employment, bread, and free trade to 
er commerce. In the same manner it is proposed 
by the committee to-day to extend here the prin- 
ciples for which the gentleman from Virginia con- 
tends—and I much doubt if, by any other method, 
= can reach his object—a general reduction of 
uties. 

Now, a word in relation to the rights of Penn- 
sylvania upon this question, so far as railroad iron 
is concerned. The West and southwest are now 
rea: ya roads, and they have had no favor 
from Government whatever. I understand, 
from what was stated by the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. Epcrrron,] that, until 1842, every dollar 
which was paid as duty upon railroad iron was 
remitted. The West and southwest have had no 
such favor. New England has had comparatively 
little, but the middle States have been latgely fe- 
vored in this ten ae in everything, 

i ike that which is pro- 
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